Cheryl A. Vamos, PhD, MPH 

CHERYL A. VAMOS, Ph.D., M.P.H.

13201 Bruce B. Downs Blvd. MDC 56

College of Public Health, University of South Florida 33612   

Phone: (813) 974-7515     Fax: (813) 974-5172     Email: cvamos@usf.edu


EDUCATION
2009

PhD

Public Health 





University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 





Dissertation Title: Examining the Title X Family Planning Program’s



             (Public Law 91-572) Legislative History through a Feminist Lens: 




A Thematic Analysis and Oral Histories with Key Stakeholders in Florida
2005

MPH

Public Health





Concentration: Maternal and Child Health





University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2005

Grad. Cert.
Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Women’s Health





University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2003

BSc

Nutritional and Nutraceutical Sciences



Honours   
University of Guelph, Guelph, ON, Canada


SPECIALIZED TRAINING

2023
Appreciative Inquiry Facilitator Training (AIFT)


The Center for Appreciative Inquiry

2018
Training Institute for Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health (TIDIRH) 

              Supported by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
2015
National Research Mentoring Network, Proposal Preparation Program (NMRN-P3) 


University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

Funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH)

2012-   Community-Based Participatory Research Training Program (CBPRTP) Trainee

2014    Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network, Moffitt Cancer Center


Funded by the National Cancer Institute, Grant No. 1U54CA153509

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2024-Present
Professor (Tenured)



College of Public Health, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2019-Present
Director

USF’s Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Science & Practice
Funded by Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Resources & Services Administration

2019-2024
Associate Professor (Tenured)



College of Public Health, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL
2020-Present
Senior Fellow



Chiles Center for Women, Children & Families


College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2014-2019       Assistant Professor (Tenure-Earning)



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2015-Present
Leadership / Executive Committee 


Chiles Center for Women, Children & Families



College of Public Health, University of South Florida

2015-2020
Fellow


Chiles Center for Women, Children & Families



College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2012-2016       Associate Director


Center for Transdisciplinary Research in Women’s Health, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2012-2014
Research Assistant Professor



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2011

Interim Manager, Chronic Disease and Prevention 



Brant County Health Unit, Brantford, Ontario, Canada

2011

Health Literacy Consultant



Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC)/Public Health Association of British 



Columbia, Canada
2010 - 2012 
Program Manager, Epidemiology, Research & Evaluation



Brant County Health Unit, Brantford, Ontario, Canada
2010 - 2011 
Affiliate Assistant Professor



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2009 - 2010 
Visiting Research Assistant Professor



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2009 - 
2010
Maternal and Child Health Training Program Grant Coordinator



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2005 - 2009
Senior Research Associate/Project Coordinator



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 



South Florida, Supervisor: Ellen M. Daley, PhD, MPH
2005 - 2006
Women’s Health Consultant



Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women, Hillsborough County, 


Florida, Supervisor: Jeannine Coreil, PhD
2004 - 2005
Research Internship

 

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute, Cancer Control Division 


 
Supervisors: Anna Giuliano, PhD and Martha Abrahamsen, MPH


2004 - 2005
Women’s Health Collaborative Research Assistant


University of South Florida, Colleges of Public Health and Medicine
                   
Area Health Education Center, Tampa, FL
2004 - 2005
Research Assistant



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University 


of South Florida, Supervisor: Ellen M. Daley, PhD

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT

2025
Doing the MOST to Evaluate Implementation Strategies (Multiphase Optimization Strategy)


Pre-Conference Workshop, 18th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health 

2024
User-Centered Design for Implementation: Human Factors Engineering Insights
Pre-Conference Workshop, 17th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health

2024
OpEd Writing Workshop

Scholars Strategy Network (SSN) Florida Chapter

2023
Navigating Your Career Journey: A Bootcamp for Women Leaders in Higher Education

Academic Impressions

2022
Foundations in Clinical Research


USF Health, University of South Florida

2021
Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services (CLAS) in Maternal Health Care

Think Cultural Health, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
2021
Building Better Teams: Real World Lessons in Interprofessional Health Practice

Interprofessional Education, USF Health’s Faculty Development Event

2020
At-Risk for University & College Faculty Certification


Kognito

2019
Mental Health First Aid Certification

National Council for Mental Wellbeing

2018
Quality Matters Certification

A quality assurance system for online and blended learning used within and across organizations.
2018 

Rethinking the Way We Teach Future MCH Leaders: Four Ways to Build 
Management and Professional Skills among MPH Students
Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health 
2015- Present
Academy for Teaching and Learning Excellence (ATLE), University of South Florida

· Maximizing Microsoft Teams for Teaching (2021)

· Start with the End in Mind: Backward Course Design and Constructive Alignment (2020)

· Summer Teaching Symposium: Motivating Students (2018)

· Summer Teaching Symposium: Gamification (2017)

· Celebration of Teaching (2017)

· Interactive Teaching Techniques (2015)
2015-Present
Education Technology Assessment

· Death by PowerPoint: Trips and Tricks on How to Avoid It

· Designing Effective Pre-instructional and Practice Activities
· How to Create Group Assignments that Your Students Won’t Have You For
· COPH Online Course Minimal Standards
2015-Present
Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health 

Co-Sponsored by Academy of Health and National Institutes of Health, Washington, DC
2015

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI)



Getting to Know PCORI: From Application to Closeout



Atlanta, GA
2014-Present
Annual Health Literacy Research Conference



Bethesda/Baltimore, MD

2014

Institute for Healthcare Advancement (IHA) 2014 Health Literacy Conference 


Irvine, CA
2014

Becoming a More Productive Academic Writer



USF Health Faculty Development Networking Synergy, Tampa, FL
2013-2015 
Faculty Research Speed Date Networking


USF Women’s Health Collaborative Synergy Event, Tampa, FL

2013-2015
Secrets of Career Success (Leadership)



USF Health Faculty Development Networking Synergy, Tampa, FL

2013

Compelling Writing for Persuasive Grants & Grant Budgets



University of South Florida Research & Innovation, Tampa, FL
2013

Learner-Centered Education Workshop



Ike Shibley, PhD, Penn State Berks


USF College of Public Health, Tampa, FL
2013

Enhance Your Productivity by Engaging Your Students



Dr. Lesia Crumpton-Young, University of Central Florida



Sloan Speaker Series, Office of Graduate Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL
2012 - 2013
Introduction to the Principles and Practice of Clinical Research


Office of Clinical Research Training and Medical Education



National Institutes of Health, Clinical Center
2012

Intervention Mapping: Developing and Evaluating Theory- and Evidence-Based 


Programs for Health Education and Health Promotion



Continuing Education in Health Promotion, Division of Health Promotion and 



Behavioral Sciences, School of Public Health, University of Texas Health Science Center 

at Houston; Training held at USF Tampa, FL by Maria E. Fernandez, PhD
2012

SBIR/STTR Proposal Writing Workshop



Jim Greenwood, Greenwood Consulting Group



USF Connect Research Park, Tampa, FL
2012

Academic Women Leadership

Sponsored by NSF Advance Paid Grant #0930220, Alliance for the Advancement of Academic Women in Chemistry and Engineering (AAFAWCE) and the Department of Anthropology, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL
2012

Pearls of Public Speaking by the Professionals



USF Women’s Health Collaborative Synergy Event, Tampa, FL 
2012

Advancing Your Career in Academics



USF Women’s Health Collaborative Synergy Event, Tampa, FL
2012

Crafting a Sales Pitch for Your Grant Proposal

National Organization of Research Development Professionals 
2012

Strategies for Team-Based Research



University of Central Florida, Office of Research & Commercialization, Orlando, FL
2012

USF Health Faculty Mentoring Workshop



USF’s Women’s Health Collaborative, Tampa, FL
2011

Evaluation Professional Development Workshop Series



School of Behavioral & Organizational Sciences, Claremont Graduate University
· Developmental Evaluation: Applying Systems Thinking and Complexity Concepts to Enhance Innovation and Use

· Quasi-Experimental Methods

· Cleaning Up Your Act for Showtime: How to Prepare Data for Analysis and Display

2011

Advancing Health Equity: Promising Practices



Canadian Public Health Association Annual Conference, Montreal, QC, Canada
2010

Towards Evidence-Informed Practice (TEIP) Workshop



Canadian Public Health Association Annual Conference, Toronto, ON, Canada
2009

Case Studies Teaching Workshop



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of 


South Florida, Tampa, FL
2008

Biostatistics 101 for Cancer Researchers: Selected Topics in Cancer Biology (BSC 


6939) 

            

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute, Tampa, FL

2007 - 2008
Maternal and Child Health Leadership Skills Development 



John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, MD
2006 -
2008
Center for 21st Century Teaching Excellence



University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

    

Seminars Attended: 

· Creating a Teaching Portfolio Seminar 

· Creating Rubrics that Define Expectations and Make Grading Faster, Fairer, and More Effective Seminar 

· Assessment Online: Improving Blackboard with Interactive Exercises, Surveys, & Tests Seminar 
2004-Present
Annual American Public Health Association Annual Conference

RESEARCH FOCI

Maternal and Child Health
Content Areas:



Women’s Health 




Prenatal oral health




Perinatal health



Sexual and Reproductive Health




Human Papillomavirus-Related Cancer Prevention (HPV)




Family Planning / Contraception

Approaches:



Mixed Methods
Implementation Science / Quality Improvement / Evaluation


Health Literacy

RESEARCH & GRANT ACTIVITIES

Grants and Contracts (Ongoing - Funded)


Co-Investigator (2026)



Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health

The Global MCH-TTRPG: Using Tabletop Role-Play Gaming to Simulate Decision-Making in a Global Maternal & Child Health Crisis


Grant Amount: $3,000

PI: Richard Powis, PhD; Effort: In-Kind 


Principal Investigator (2025-2030)




Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


USF’s Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health in Education, Science, and Practice

Grant Amount: $1,833,789; Effort 25% 


Co-Investigator (2025-2030)



Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration

MCH Postdoctoral Supplement  


Grant Amount: $850,000; Effort 5% (In-Kind)

Co-Investigator (2025-2026)



Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


CoE Emerging Issues Supplement




Grant Amount: $60,400; Effort: 5% (In-Kind)
Faculty Mentor (2025-2026)

Jane Goodall Institute Project Grant 
Academic-Community Project in Collaboration with Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County
Evaluating teen mother needs through journey mapping and photovoice

PI: Mahir Rahman (MA-Medical Anthropology student)

Grant Amount: $500: Effort: In-Kind
Faculty Leader (2024-2026; No-Cost extension)

Power to Decide

Hillsborough County/Tampa Bay Reproductive Well-Being Learning Collaborative
Community PIs: Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County; Ybor Youth Clinic; Allies for Healing

Grant Amount: $20,000; Effort: In-Kind
Principal Investigator (2023-2025; No-Cost extension)
USF College of Public Health 

Formative research to explore the acceptability and feasibility of a social marketing intervention prototype aimed at increasing HPV vaccination promotion efforts among oral health providers and parents/caregivers of children aged 9-12 years attending rural dental clinic

Grant Amount: $39,837; Effort: 5%
Grants and Contracts (In Preparation/Submitted/In Review)
Co-Principal Investigator (2026-2029) (Letter of Intent, 5 pages, In Review)

William T. Grant Foundation

Reducing sexual and reproductive health inequalities among systems-involved youth: A mixed-methods evaluation of Choosing Myself
Addressing Sexual and Reproductive Health Inequities among Marginalized Youth

Grant Amount: $600,000; Effort: 15%
Co-Investigator (2026-2031) (In Review)
AHRQ Health Services Research Projects (Ro1)

Translating innovation into practice: An implementation evaluation of Eat, Sleep, Console fidelity, determinants, and effectiveness for Neonatal Opioid Withdrawal Syndrome

PI: Amanda Elmore, PhD

Grant Amount: $1,973,227; Effort 10%
Co-Investigator (2026-2028) (In Review)

Florida Blue

Rapid Identification & Response for Perinatal Emergencies in Non-OB Settings

PI: Lori Reeves, MPH, Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative
Grant Amount: $400,000; Effort: 5% 
Co-Investigator (2026-2028) (In Review)

Centene Foundation
Youth at the center: Improving access to equitable reproductive well-being services in Tampa Bay

PI: Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County (Danielle Lewald, MPH)

Grant Amount: $500,000; Effort 5%

Consultant (2025-2031) (In Review)
National Institute of Health, National Cancer Institute (NIH/NCI) (UG3/UH3)

Innovations in HPV Vaccine Promotion: Mobilizing Dental Providers to Overcome Barriers to Vaccination in Underserved Populations 
PI: Michael Hecht, PhD

Grant Amount: UG3 ($455,801); UH3 ($2,176,311); Effort: 5%
Proposal(s) in preparation: Developing an Innovative, Patient- and Provider-facing Health IT Intervention for Implementing Oral Health Guidelines into Prenatal Care Settings (revising from a previous proposal that was not funded). 

To be re-submitted to AHRQ. 

Other proposals from this work to be submitted to NIH-NIDCR
Research: Grants and Contracts (Completed)
Co-Principal Investigator (2022-2024) (Co-PI: Jill McCracken, PhD); No-Cost Extension through 2025


Office of Population Affairs, Department of Health and Human Services

“Choosing Myself”: Implementation Evaluation of a Comprehensive, Inclusive, Trauma-Informed Sexual Health Program for Justice Involved Youth


Grant Amount: $799,764; Effort 15%



Co-Investigator / Senior Mentor (2023-2024)



Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health



“Harnessing Knowledge Translation to Bridge MCH Research to Policy”



Grant Amount: $3,000



PI: Vickie Dugat, PhD (MCH Postdoctoral Fellow)


Principal Investigator/Faculty Lead on Supplement (2022-2023)



Florida Department of Health           


Supplement: Implementation Evaluation


Parent Project: Maternal Levels of Care


Parent PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH



Grant Amount: $800,000; Effort 10%


Principal Investigator/Faculty Lead on Supplement (2021-2023)



Florida Department of Health           


Supplement: Health Literacy


Parent Project: Postpartum Access & Continuity of Care


Parent PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH



Parent Grant Amount: $1,698,124; Effort 10%


Co-Investigator/Senior Mentor (2021-2022)



University of South Florida, Women’s Health Collaborative 




Ending a Wanted Pregnancy: An Exploration of Women’s Experiences ending a Pregnancy for 


Fetal Anomalies or Threat to Maternal Health 


PI: Rachel Rapkin, MD, MPH



Grant Amount: $14,990; Effort 2%



Co-Investigator/Senior Mentor (2020-2021); No-Cost Extension through 2022


University of South Florida, Women’s Health Collaborative




COVID-19, Social Support, Peritraumatic Distress, Mental Health and Educational 


Attainment in a Sample of African American Teen Mothers in Hillsborough County’s 


Alternative Education Programs



PI: Abraham Salinas, PhD, MD 


Grant Amount: $15,000; Effort 3%


Principal Investigator (2020-2025)




Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


USF’s Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health in Education, Science, and Practice

Grant Amount: $1,750,000; Effort 25% 


Co-Investigator (2020-2025)



Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration

MCH Postdoctoral Supplement (Strengthening the MCH Public Health Academic Pipeline) 


Grant Amount: $823,980; Effort 5%

Co-Investigator (2020-2025)



Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


MCH Epidemiology Doctoral Training Supplement




Grant Amount: $136,250; Effort 3%


Principal Investigator/Faculty Lead on Supplement (2019-2022)



Florida Department of Health           


Supplement: Provider Education as Implementation Strategy



Parent Project: The Maternal Opioid Recovery Effort (MORE) Quality Improvement Project



Parent PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH



Grant Amount: $1,049,940; Effort 10%



Faculty Mentor/Investigator (2020-2021)

American Psychological Foundation Henry P. David Research Grant 

Long-acting reversible contraception (LARC): An assessment of medical residents' and fellows' health literacy and practices  



PI: Helen Mahony, PhD (Postdoctoral Fellow)


Grant Amount: $1,500


Principal Investigator (2019-2020); Co-Investigator (2015-2019)





Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health in Education, Science, and Practice

Grant Amount: $2,511,010; Effort 30% (2019-2020); Effort 10% (2015-2019)
Co-Investigator (2019-2021); Principal Investigator (2016-2019) 



Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration


MCH Pipeline Training Program


Grant Amount: $815,000; Effort 2% (2019-2021); Effort 20% (2016-2019)
Principal Investigator (2018-2019)

University of South Florida College of Public Health Faculty Research Award

Exploring the Preferences and Acceptability of a Patient-Centered Technology Intervention to Improve Sexual and Reproductive Health Literacy

Grant Amount: $24,606; Effort 10% 
Principal Investigator (2016-2018; No cost extension to 2019) 



National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 


Research (NIH/NIDCR) (R03)



Factors Influencing the Implementation of Oral Health Guidelines during Pregnancy


Grant Amount: $149,500; Effort 15%


Principle Investigator, Faculty Lead on Supplement (2017-2019)



Florida Department of Health

Supplement Project 1: Access LARC Pre-Implementation Evaluation: Assessing the Organizational and Systems Needs of Florida Hospitals Participating in a Quality Improvement Initiative



Supplement Project 2: Patient-Provider Comprehensive Choice Contraceptive Counseling



Parent: Long-Acting Reversible Contraception (LARC) Quality Improvement Project                                                                      



PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH



Grant Amount: $435,000; Effort: 18%

Co-Investigator


USF Health, Zika Prevention Grant (2017-2018)



Zika Virus in Florida: Implementation of Zika Prevention Guidelines into OB/GYN Practice



PI: Ellen Daley, PhD



Grant Amount: $63,997; Effort: 3% 


Co-Investigator (2016-2017)



Florida Blue Foundation

Understanding Women’s and Provider’s Experiences with Cesarean Deliveries: Formative Work to Inform a Quality Improvement Initiative    
PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH



Grant Amount: $100,000; Effort: 10%  


Co-Investigator (2016-2017)



Association of Teachers of Maternal and Child Health

Examining Changes in Prevention Guidelines in Maternal and Health: Development of an Innovative Teaching Activity

PI: Erika Thompson, PhD, MPH, CHES

Grant Amount: $3,000; Effort 1% (Cost-Share)


Multiple Principal Investigator (2016)

Supplemental Award via Niche Assessment Program delivered by Foresight Science & Technology (a support contractor for NIH)

Foresight Project Number: NIH1419TN

Regarding STTR Phase I Award: Developing a Novel eHealth Application for Oral-Systemic Issues during Pregnancy 

MPI: Cheryl Vamos, PhD, MPH and Steven Christiansen, BA

Note: This award provides a third-party, unbiased assessment of appropriate market niches for products/series that are being developed by STTR Phase I awardees. Research includes, but not limited to: needs/concerns of end users; market size and potential market share; cost for product.


Co-Investigator (2016-2017) 



Association of Teachers of Maternal and Child Health 

Examining Changes in Prevention Guidelines in Maternal and Child Health: Development of an Innovative Teaching Activity



PI: Erika Thompson, PhD, MPH, CHES



Grant Amount: $3,000; Effort 1% (Cost-Share)


Principal Investigator (2015-2016) 


University of South Florida College of Public Health Interdisciplinary Team Award

Development of an Innovative Patient-Centered Intervention to Improve Sexual and Reproductive Health Literacy



Grant Amount: $91,732; Effort 15%


Co-Investigator (2015-2016)



USF Women’s Health Collaborative Grant 

Emergency Contraception Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices among Obstetrics and Gynecology and Family Medicine Residents





PI: Rachel Rapkin, MD



Grant Amount: $5,000; Effort (2%, Cost-Share)


Co-Investigator (2015-2016)



USF Women’s Health Collaborative Grant 



Formative Work towards Developing an Innovative STI and Unintended Pregnancy Risk 


Reduction Intervention among Young, High-risk Women




PI: Stephanie Marhefka, PhD



Grant Amount: $5,000; Effort (3%, Cost-Share)


Multiple Principal Investigator (2014-2015; No-Cost Extension through 2016)

National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIH/NIDCR) (STTR Phase I; R41)

Developing a Novel eHealth Application for Oral-Systemic Issues during Pregnancy 
MPI: Cheryl Vamos, PhD, MPH and Steven Christiansen, BA

Grant Amount: $219,183; Effort 15%

Co-Investigator (2014-2016) 

National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIH/NIDCR) (R21)

Exploring Determinants to HPV-Related Oral Health Literacy among Dental Providers

PI: Ellen Daley, PhD

Grant Amount: $275,000; Effort 8%


Principal Investigator (2015-2016)



Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health



Developing an Applied Health Literacy Activity for Maternal and Child Health




Grant Amount: $2,700



Principal Investigator (2014-2015) 



American Cancer Society-Institutional Review Grant (ACS-IRG), Moffitt Cancer 


Center



Addressing Cervical Cancer Disparities among Hispanic Migrant Farmworkers: Exploring 


System-Level Factors Influencing HPV Vaccination



Grant Amount: $30,000; Effort 5% (Cost-Share)


Principal Investigator, Faculty Lead on Supplement (2014-2015)



Florida Department of Health

Supplement: Exploring Factors Influencing the Implementation of the Obstetrical Hemorrhage Initiative among Florida Hospitals



Parent: Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative (FPQC)



Parent PI: Bill Sappenfield, MD, MPH




Parent Grant Amount: $1,387,976; Effort 20%


Principal Investigator (2014-2015)


USF Women’s Health Collaborative Grant 


Formative Development of an Oral Health Literacy Instrument among Pregnant Patients


Grant Amount: $9,593; Effort (5%, Cost-Share)


Co-Investigator (2014-2015)





USF Women’s Health Collaborative Grant 

                         Postpartum Weight Loss in Obese Women using a Sleep Intervention in a Group Prenatal Care              

                           Setting



PI: Jessica Brumley, CNM, PhD


Grant Amount: $10,696: Effort (5%, Cost-Share)


Collaborator / Mentor (2013-2015)



National Cancer Institute (F31CA168015)



Beliefs and Decision-making about HPV Vaccination among Young Men who Have 



Sex with Men



PI: Christopher Wheldon, Doctoral Student



Grant Amount: $65,186; Effort (In-Kind)


Principal Investigator (2013-2014)



Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network Pilot and Feasibility Grant, a National 


Cancer Institute Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities Community 



Network Program Center (5U54 CA153509)



Addressing Abnormal Pap Test Results among Women in a Hispanic Migrant 



Farmworker Community: Formative Research to Inform the Development of Innovative 


Communications to Improve Health Literacy


Grant Amount: $10,000; Effort 10% (Cost-Share)
Principal Investigator (2013-2014) (*Awarded but funds not released due to university system budget cuts)
University of South Florida College of Public Health Individual Investigator Award

Exploring Prenatal Providers Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices regarding Oral-Systemic Health during Pregnancy: A State-Wide Assessment to Inform the Development of Innovative Mechanisms to Translate Guidelines into Practice



Grant Amount: $25,000; Effort 10% (Cost-Share)


Principal Investigator (2012-2013)



University of South Florida System Internal Awards Program
Preventing Pregnancy-Related Oral-Systemic Health Issues: Exploring Factors that Influence Inter-Professional Practice Behaviors



Grant Amount: $20,000; Effort 10%


Co-Investigator (2012-2013)



AHRQ Small Grant Program for Conference Support (R13)



Transforming Women’s Oral-Systemic Health: Discovery, Development, & Delivery



PI: Ellen Daley, PhD


Grant Amount: $26,401; Effort 2% (In-Kind)


Co-Investigator (2012-2013)



Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health
Developing a Repository of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health (MCH): Past, Present & Future Voices


Co-PIs: Martha Coulter, DrPH and Martha Wingate, PhD


Grant Amount: $6,000 


Co-Investigator (2012-2015)



Grant Writer/Coordinator (2009-2010)


Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources 




Administration, 2010-2015


Maternal and Child Health Leadership Training Program



PI: Martha Coulter, DrPH


Grant Amount: $345,000/year; Effort 5-20%



Investigator/Supervisor (2010-2011)

Ministry of Health Promotion and Sport, Standards, Programs and Community Development Branch, Government of Ontario


Healthy Communities Fund, Partnership Stream, Brant County


Grant Amount: $60,000


Research Coordinator/Research Associate (2006-2010)


National Institutes of Health (1R01CA123346-01), 2006-2011



Cognitive and Emotional Responses to an HPV Infection in Men: The CER Study 


PI: Ellen Daley, PhD


Grant Amount: $2,181,806


Research Associate (2009-2010)


Joint Cancer Center Funding Opportunity, Advancing the Partnership (AP) 


Award 
(Moffitt Cancer Center and the University of Florida), 2009-2010



Oral Health Providers’ Knowledge, Attitudes and Perceived Roles Regarding HPV and Oral 


Cancer: An Exploratory Study in Florida  



Co-PIs: Ellen Daley, PhD/Virginia Dodd, PhD


Grant Amount: $98,700


Research Associate (2007-2008)


Merck Pharmaceuticals


            Florida Cervical Cancer Prevention Project - Identifying the Barriers to Screening and 



Vaccinations among High-Risk Populations: An Assessment of Florida Stakeholders


PI: Ellen Daley, PhD
Grant Amount: $94,000
Research Coordinator/Associate (2003-2005)
CDC/ASPH – Congressionally Mandated Project, 2001-2005



Assessing the Informational, Emotional and Behavioral Responses to an HPV-Related 



Diagnosis in Women



PI: Ellen Daley, PhD
Grant Amount: $934,751
Research Conducted (No funding support)



Principal Investigator (2020 – 2021)


Impact of COVID-19 on Emerging Health Professionals’ Health Literacy, Well-Being and 

Academic/Training Trajectories





Co-Investigator (2015 – 2018)

High-Risk Pregnancy Support Group


PI: Adetola Louis-Jacques, MD



Co-Investigator (2015 – 2016)




Perinatal Patient Safety Quality Improvement




PI: Elizabeth Sappenfield, MD



Co-Principal Investigator (2008-2010)
Assessing HPV Knowledge among College Students


Co-Investigator (2006-2007)
Assessing an Exploratory Study of Role Strain and Social Support among Graduate 


Health Students with Children


Principal Investigator (2004-2005)
Assessing the Utilization of Post-Abortion Contraceptive Use
Research Submitted (Not Funded)
Co-Principal Investigator (2025-2028) (Letter of Intent, 5 pages)

William T. Grant Foundation

Addressing Sexual and Reproductive Health Inequities among Marginalized Youth

Grant Amount: $600,000; Effort: 15%
Principal Investigator (2025-2026) 

USF College of Public Health Internal Award

Community Partnerships, Implementation Factors and Feasibility of Follow-Up of Marginalized Youth: Preparation for Rigorous Hybrid Type 1 Trial of Choosing Myself Program
Grant Amont: $50,000; Effort: 5% (In-Kind)
Co-Investigator (2025-2026)

USF College of Public Health, Strategic Initiative 

Innovating workforce training and healthcare system integration in maternal health: Rapid identification & response for obstetric emergencies in non-obstetric settings

PI: Lori Reeves, MPH
Grant Amount: $114,507; Effort: 5% (In-Kind)
Co-Investigator (2025-2026)

USF College of Public Health, Strategic Initiative 

Public Health Entrepreneurship and Leadership Incubator 
PI: Fiona Lewis, DrPH, RDN, LDN

Grant Amount: $59,825.00; Effort: 3% (In-Kind)
Co-Investigator (2025-2026) 

USF College of Public Health Internal Award

Navigating Consent in Higher Education: Intersectional Perspectives from Students with Disabilities and International Students
Grant Amount: $50,000; Effort 5% (In-Kind)
Co-Investigator (2025-2026)

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

Innovative Data and Modeling Approaches to Measure Women’s Health

Impact of sociocultural factors on disproportionate disease burden in women
PI: Judith Rijnhart, PhD

Grant Amount: $149,766; Effort (6%)

Co-Investigator / Senior Mentor (2023 – 2024)
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TEACHING ACTIVITIES
A. Professional Development & Continuing Education Activities (Student and Workforce)
Vamos, C.A. (2024). A snapshot of Health Literacy: Implications for local health departments. Florida Department of Health, Palm Beach County [webinar].

Vamos, C.A. & *Huffman, E., (2023). Health Literacy Training regarding Postpartum Care & Continuity. Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative [narrated course module/PPT for perinatal clinicians in Florida hospitals].

Vamos, C.A, & *Lucien, C. (2023). Health Literacy Training for Disease Intervention Specialists. Disease Intervention Specialist Training Academy (DISTA), Florida Department of Health. [online module]
Vamos, C.A. (October 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024). Health Literacy in MCH. Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Practice, and Science, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.

*Logan, R., Rapkin, R., & Vamos, C.A. (May 2018). Contraceptive choice counseling. Access LARC Initiative Statewide Meeting. Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative. Orlando, FL.

*Note: Doctoral student was research assistant who presented on team’s behalf; I served as PI/Supervisor for patient-provider communication component of statewide initiative.

Vamos, C.A., & Vamos, S. (November 2018). Health Literacy as a Cornerstone for Health Education. Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE). [Invited National Speaker for Webinar]

Vamos, C.A. (March 2018). Health Literacy in MCH. Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Practice, and Science, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.

Vamos, C.A., & Thompson, E. (February 2017). Health Literacy in MCH. Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Practice, and Science, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.

Vamos, C.A., Daley, E., & Thompson, E. (February 2016). Health Literacy in MCH. Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Practice, and Science, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.

Kogan, M., & Vamos, C.A. (September 2015). How to Evaluate Public Health Programs. 2015 CityMatCH Annual Urban MCH Leadership Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

*Professional Development Pre-Conference Workshop. Co-Presented with Michael Kogan, Director, Office of Epidemiology and Research, HRSA, Maternal and Child Health Bureau; Other collaborators included: Cheri Pies, Clinical Professor, UC Berkeley, Principal Investigator, and Monica Barr, Program Manager, of the Best Babies Zone Initiative; and Donna Petersen, ScD, Dean, College of Public Health.
B. Program & Curriculum Development 

College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2025-2026
MCH Policy Scholars Program



Funded by Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration
The primary goal of this program is to address the critical gap in policy training for MCH professionals by equipping graduate students with the practical skills needed to analyze, advocate for, and implement effective policies that improve health outcomes. This program provides an exciting opportunity to (1) address complex, real-world MCH issues and (2)

enhance the capacity of future MCH leaders to influence policy and practice at local, state, and/or national levels.
2023

MCH Summer Scholars Program: Translating MCH Research into Practice



Funded by Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration
In this new, innovative training program, Scholars (competitively selected) engaged in translational research, amplifying their proficiency and familiarity with community-related topics, advocacy, ethics, communication and Dissemination, quantitative and qualitative research methods, and knowledge translation. Scholars work in teams with MCH Faculty/community partners on ongoing projects. 

2016 – 2021
MCH Pipeline Training Program (“MCH Train-A-Bull”) 
Training Grant (5 years) Funded by Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Services and Resources Administration
· Competitive 2-year training program for 3-cohorts of undergraduate students (n=36) from economically and educationally disadvantaged backgrounds and underrepresented racial/ethnic minorities that aims to recruit, train, guide and prepare scholars to apply for health-related graduate programs and workforce positions.
· Programmatic components include: 
· Monthly seminars
· Public health elective courses
· Summer institutes
· Faculty & peer mentoring
· Internship/field experience
· Research experience
C. Course Development, Transitions, & Substantive Revamps 

College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2021

Graduate Course (Significant Revamp)



Course: Women’s Health Issues in Public Health (PHC 6532)
2013

Graduate Course Transition Course (Transition In-Class to Online Format)



Course: International Perspectives on Women’s Health (PHC 6934)
2013

Undergraduate Course Transition (Transition In-Class to Online Format)

Course: Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective (HSC 4172) 

2012 - 2013
Co-Develop Graduate Course



Course: International Perspectives on Women’s Health (PHC 6934)
2006 - 2008    
Co-Develop Undergraduate Course

Course: Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective (HSC 4933/4172) 
D. Concentration Leadership

2024-Present
Sex-Based and Socio-Cultural Differences in Medicine


Co-Lead with Dr. Samantha Baer


USF Morsani College of Medicine
2019-Present 
MCH Concentration (MPH Program)
USF College of Public Health
2019-Present 
MCH Graduate Certificate

USF College of Public Health

E. Course Coordinator/Supervisor

	Year
	Semester     
	Number
	Role
	Course Title

	2023
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2023
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2022
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2022
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2022
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2021
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2021
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2021
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2020
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2020
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2020
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2019
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2018
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2018
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2018
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2017
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2017
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2016
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2015
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2015
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2015
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2014
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2014
	Summer
	HSC 4172
	Co-Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2014
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Co-Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2013
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Co-Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2013
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Co-Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2012
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Co-Supervisor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective


F. Instructor

	Year
	Semester
	Number
	Role
	Course Title

	2026
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Elizabeth Zacharias)

	2026
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Ayaka Takayama)

	2026
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Madeleine Lawson)

	2026
	Spring
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Morgan Brown)

	2026
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Instructor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2025
	Fall
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Morgan Brown)

	2025
	Fall
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Ewurakua Velega Roberts)

	2025
	Summer
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Ewurakua Velega Roberts)

	2025
	Summer
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Morgan Brown)

	2025
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Jennifer Samander)

	2025
	Spring
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Elizabeth Zacharias)

	2025
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Instructor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2025
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	Co-Instructor
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health

	2025
	Summer
	PHC 7405
	Instructor
	Theoretical Applications to Public Health Issues

	2025
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2024
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	Co-Instructor
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health

	2024
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2023
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	Co-Instructor
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health

	2023
	Summer 
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experiences

	2023
	Summer
	PHC 7405
	Instructor
	Theoretical Applications to Public Health Issues

	2023
	Summer
	PHC 7919
	Instructor
	Public Health Doctoral Project (Alida Gertz)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Eliana Huffman)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Sara Stubben)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (YaMaya Barley)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Lara Perez Marchan)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Kayla McDonald)

	2023
	Spring
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Paige Lake)

	2022
	Fall
	PHC 7908
	Instructor
	Specialized Study in Public Health (Ewurakua Velega Roberts)

	2022
	Fall
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Lara Perez Marchan)

	2022
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	Co-Instructor
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health

	2022
	Summer
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Avery Rodriguez)

	2022
	Summer
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Chinwendu Ilonzo)

	2022
	Spring
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Jasmine Kinsler)

	2022
	Spring
	IDH 4970
	Instructor
	Honors College: Thesis II (Mansa Satyaijt)

	2022
	Spring
	IDS 4914
	Instructor
	Advanced Undergraduate Research Experience (Nichole Cufino)

	2022
	Spring 
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Nashari Carter)

	2021
	Fall
	IDH 4970
	Instructor
	Honors Thesis I (Manasa Satyaijt)

	2021
	Fall
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Alexandra Dent)

	2021
	Fall
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Naciely Cabral)

	2021
	Fall
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Paige Lake)

	2021
	Fall
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Arnay Marshall)

	2021
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	Co-Instructor
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health

	2022
	Summer
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Arnay Marshall)

	2022
	Summer
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Torri Richardson)

	2021
	Summer
	PHC 7405
	Instructor
	Theoretical Applications to Public Health Issues

	2021
	Summer
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Mariam Badru)

	2021
	Spring
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Emily Snyder)

	2021
	Spring
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Emily Snyder)

	2021
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2020
	Fall
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Destiny Watts)

	2020
	Fall
	PHC 6943
	Instructor
	Integrated Learning Experience (Destiny Wats)

	2020
	Fall
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Morgan Richardson)

	2020
	Fall
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Marlene Joannie Bewa)

	2020
	Fall
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Mariam Badru)

	2020
	Summer
	PHC 6949
	Instructor
	Applied Practice Experience (Mariam Badru)

	2020
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2019
	Fall
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Robyn Manning-Samuels)

	2018
	Fall
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Chinyere Reid)

	2018
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2017
	Summer
	PHC 7405
	Instructor
	Theoretical Applications to Public Health Issues

	2017
	Summer
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Shruti Kaushik)

	2017
	Spring
	PHC 7910
	Instructor
	Directed Research (Yemisi Falope)

	2017
	Spring
	PHC 7908
	Instructor
	Specialized Study: Community-Based Health Promotion (Stacey Griner and Alexis Barr)

	2017
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2016
	Spring
	PHC 6907
	Instructor
	Independent Study (Pooja Manjula Rangaswamy)

	2016
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2015
	Fall
	PHC 7583
	Instructor
	Community-Based Health Promotion

	2015
	Summer
	PHC 7908
	Instructor
	Specialized Study: Health Literacy (Alison Oberne)

	2015
	Summer
	PHC 6934
	Co-Instructor
	International Perspectives in Women’s Health

	2015
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2014
	Fall
	PHC 6410
	Instructor
	Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2014
	Summer
	PHC 6934
	Co-Instructor
	International Perspectives in Women’s Health

	2014
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2013
	Fall
	PHC 6410
	Instructor
	Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2013
	Summer
	PHC 7908
	Instructor
	Specialized Study: Theory (Erika Thompson)

	2013
	Summer
	PHC 6934
	Co-Instructor
	International Perspectives in Women’s Health

	2013
	Spring
	PHC 6410
	Instructor
	Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2013
	Spring
	PHC 6500
	Co-Instructor
	Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education

	2012
	Fall
	PHC 7417
	Instructor
	Family Systems and Health

	2012
	Summer
	PHC 6934
	Co-Instructor
	International Perspectives in Women’s Health

	2010
	Spring
	PHC 6192
	Instructor
	Qualitative Methods in Community Health Research

	2007
	Summer
	HSC 4579
	Instructor
	Foundations of Maternal and Child Health (Online)

	2007
	Spring
	HSC 4172
	Instructor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective

	2006
	Fall
	HSC 4172
	Instructor
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspectives

	2006
	Summer
	HSC 2133
	Instructor
	Sex, Health & Decision-Making

	2006
	Summer
	HSC 4933
	Instructor
	Introduction to Maternal and Child Health (Online)


*Note: Applied Practice Experience (formerly named Field Experience), Integrated Learning Experience (formerly named Special Project)
Dissertation contract courses are not listed above. Information available upon request.
G. Invited Guest Lectures
	Year
	Semester
	Course
	Instructor
	Presentation Title

	2026
	Spring
	Professional Issues I (PHT 7421 - Physical Therapy)

*School of Physical Therapy
	Dr. Rebecca Ditwiler
	Practical Applications in Health Literacy for Physical Therapists 

	2025
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Drs. Abraham Salinas 
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2025
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Rebecca Filipowicz
	Theoretical Methods

	2025
	Spring
	Professional Issues I (PHT 7421 - Physical Therapy)

*School of Physical Therapy
	Dr. Rebecca Ditwiler
	Practical Applications in Health Literacy for Physical Therapists

	2024
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Abraham Salinas
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2024
	Summer
	Advanced Public Health Research and Evaluation Methods (PHC 7702)
	Dr. Heewon Gray
	MCH Research: Implementation Science Spotlight

	2024
	Spring
	Professional Issues I (PHT 7421 - Physical Therapy)

*School of Physical Therapy
	Dr. Rebecca Ditwiler
	Practical Applications in Health Literacy for Physical Therapists 

	2024
	Spring 
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Drs. Dick Powis and Vickie Dugat
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2023
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Drs. Abraham Salinas and Amanda Elmore
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2023
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Anna Armstrong
	Theoretical Methods

	2023
	Spring
	Professional Issues I (PHT 7421 - Physical Therapy)

*School of Physical Therapy
	Dr. Rebecca Ditwiler
	Practical Applications in Health Literacy for Physical Therapists 

	2023
	Spring 
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2022
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2022
	Spring
	Professional Issues I (PHT 7421 - Physical Therapy)

*School of Physical Therapy
	Dr. Rebecca Ditwiler
	Practical Applications in Health Literacy for Physical Therapists 


	2022
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Anna Armstrong
	Theoretical Methods

	2022
	Spring 
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2021
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2021
	Spring 
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2020
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield
	Unintended Pregnancy, Family Planning & Title X

	2020
	Summer
	Study Abroad (Canada)
	Ms. Somer Burke
	Public Health Practice at a Local Ontario Health Department

	2020
	Spring
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2020
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Anna Armstrong
	Theoretical Methods

	2019
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield
	Family Planning & Title X

	2018
	Summer
	Professional Foundations III: Joining the Academy (HSC 7268)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Panel Member, Moving from Practice to Academia in Public Health

	2018
	Spring
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Drs. Salinas and Wilson
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2018
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Mahmooda Pasha
	Health Literacy & Health Education Interventions

	2018
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Mahmooda Pasha
	Theoretical Methods

	2018
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2018
	Spring
	Advanced Qualitative Methods in Community Health Research (PHC 7198)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Qualitative Data: Moving from Analysis to Writing

	2017
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2017
	Fall
	Introduction to Health Advocacy (PHC 4942)
	Dr. Anna Armstrong
	Health Literacy

	2017
	Summer
	Professional Foundations III: Joining the Academy (PHC 7268)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Entering the Workforce: Public Health Academic vs. Practice

	2017
	Spring
	Advanced Qualitative Methods in Community Health Research (PHC 7198)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Qualitative Data: Moving from Analysis to Writing

	2017
	Spring
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537) 
	Dr. Ellen Schaffer
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2017
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Anna Armstrong
	Theoretical Methods

	2017
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2016
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2016
	Spring
	Child Health & Development (PHC 6934)
	Dr. Abraham Salinas
	Children’s Oral Health

	2016
	Spring
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537) 
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2016
	Spring
	Health Education Intervention Methods (PHC 6507)
	Dr. Claudia Aguado Loi
	Theoretical Methods

	2015
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2015
	Fall
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective (PHC 6532)
	Dr. Ellen Daley
	Women’s Oral-Systemic Health

	2015
	Fall
	Public Health Practice Seminar, Capstone Course (PHC 6936)
	Dr. Hanan Osman
	Review of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2015
	Summer
	Professional Foundations III: Joining the Academy (PHC 7268)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Entering the Workforce: Public Health Academic vs. Practice

	2015
	Spring
	Case Studies in MCH Programs (PHC 6537)
	Dr. Russ Kirby
	The Role of Policy in MCH

	2015
	Spring
	Program Planning in Community Health (PHC 6505)
	Dr. Claudio Aguado Loi
	Theory Review & Applications to Program Planning

	2015
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2015
	Spring
	Theoretical Applications to Public Health Issues (PHC 7405)
	Dr. Julie Baldwin
	Theoretical Applications in Women’s Health

	2015
	Spring
	IMSE Research Seminar (Doctoral Program)

*College of Engineering
	José L. Zayas-Castro
	Qualitative Data: Overview & Applications to Engineering Research

	2015
	Spring
	Qualitative Research Methods in Nursing

*College of Nursing
	Dr. Rasheeta Chandler
	Qualitative Data Management & Analysis: Overview and Tips

	2014
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Bill Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2014
	Fall
	Public Health Practice Seminar, Capstone Course (PHC 6936)
	Dr. Hanan Osman
	Review of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2014
	Summer
	Professional Foundations III: Joining the Academy (PHC 7268)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Entering the Workforce: Public Health Academic vs. Practice

	2014
	Spring
	Child Health & Development (PHC 6934)
	Drs. Coulter & O’Rourke
	Children’s Oral Health

	2014
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2013
	Fall
	Public Health Practice Seminar, Capstone Course (PHC 6936)
	Dr. Osman
	Review of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2013
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2013
	Fall
	Foundations of Public Health (PHC 6934/PHA 6898)

*College of Pharmacy
	Dr. Wathington
	A Snapshot into the Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health

	2013
	Summer
	Professional Foundations III: Joining the Academy (PHC 7268)
	Dr. Stephanie Marhefka
	Panel Member, Moving from Practice to Academia in Public Health

	2013
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Sappenfield 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2013
	Spring
	Reproductive Health Trends & Issues (PHC 6924)
	Dr. Ellen Daley
	Family Planning, Politics & Research

	2012
	Fall
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Drs. Sappenfield & Estefan
	Family Planning & Title X

	2012
	Fall
	Women’s Health: A Public Health Perspective (PHC 6532)
	Dr. Ellen Daley
	Global Perspectives in Women’s Health

	2009
	Spring
	Reproductive Health Trends & Issues (PHC 6924)
	Drs. Daley & Jensen
	Research in Reproductive Health

	2009
	Spring
	Maternal and Child Health Issues & Concepts (PHC 6530)
	Dr. Mahan and Ms. Jeffers 
	Family Planning & Title X

	2008
	Fall
	Foundations of Women’s Health (HSC 4172)
	Heather Clayton, MPH
	Violence against Women: A Lifecourse Perspective

	2006
	Fall
	Foundations of Health Education (PHC 6500)
	Dr. Vadaparampil
	Panel Member, Public Health Education Preparedness, Research and Practice

	2006
	Spring
	Human Sexuality (WST 2600)

*Women’s Studies, College of Arts & Sciences
	Dr. Myerson
	The Human Papillomavirus

	2005
	Fall
	Human Sexuality (WST 2600)

*Women’s Studies, College of Arts & Sciences
	Dr. Myerson
	The Human Papillomavirus


G. Teaching Assistant

	Year
	Semester
	Number
	Role
	Course Title

	2009
	Spring
	PHC 6410
	TA
	Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health (Online) (Instructor: Stephanie Marhefka, PhD) 

	2008
	Summer
	PHC 6536
	TA
	Population and Community Health (Instructor: Ellen Daley, PhD)

	2008
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	TA
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health (Instructor: Ellen Daley, PhD)

	2007
	Fall
	PHC 6532
	TA
	Women’s Health Issues in Public Health (Instructor: Ellen Daley, PhD)

	2007
	Summer
	PHC 6590
	TA
	Reproductive Health Trends & Issues (Instructor: Ellen Daley, PhD)

	2006
	Spring
	PHC 6410
	TA
	Social and Behavioral Sciences Applied to Health (Online) (Instructor: Hana Osman, PhD)




STUDENT ADVISING, SUPERVISION, MENTORSHIPS & COMMITTEES

University of South Florida

A. Postdoctoral Scholars

Center of Excellence in MCH Education, Practice and Science, College of Public Health

Dr. Marshara Fross (Role: Mentoring Team member) (2023 – 2025)

Dr. Vickie Dugat (Role: Mentoring Team member) (2023 – 2025)

Dr. Megan Barry (Role: Co-Mentor with Dr. Jason Salemi) (2021 - 2023)

Dr. Richard (Dick) Powis (Role: Mentoring Team member) (2020 – 2022)

Dr. Helen Mahony (Role: Primary Mentor) (2018-2020)
Dr. Taylor Livingston 
(Role: Co-Mentor with Dr. Stephanie Marhefka (2017-2019)
College of Public Health, University of South Florida

Dr. Erika Thompson (Role: Ongoing mentorship; Primary Mentor: Dr. Ellen Daley) (2016-2017)
B. Doctoral Students

PhD in Public Health, College of Public Health
Major Professor


Current

Khaila Prather, MPH, MPM (2023 – Current)


Graduated
Alison Oberne, MPH, CPH (2015 – 2018)
Dissertation Title: An Examination of the Relationship between Health Literacy and Dietary Practices among College Students: A Test of the Integrated Model of Health Literacy
Co-Major Professor

Graduated

Morgan Richardson, MPH, CPH (Co-Major with Dr. Ellen Daley) (2018 – 2025)

Dissertation Title: Exploring Respectful Perinatal Care: A Transformative Sequential Mixed-Methods Study
Paige Lake, MPH, CPH (Co-Major with Dina Martinez-Tyson, PhD) (2018 – 2025)

Dissertation Title: Examining the impact of patient-centered communication on Adolescent and Young Adult cancer patient psychosocial health and fertility outcomes: An explanatory sequential mixed methods approach
Chinyere Reid, MBBS, MPH (2016 – 2023)

Dissertation Title: Psychosocial Factors Influencing the Mental Health and Maternal-Fetal Attachment in Pregnant Women During the Second Wave of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Shanda Vereen, MPH (Co-Major with Stephanie Markefka, PhD) (2016-2023)
Dissertation Title: Intimate Conversations: A Mixed-Methods Study of African American Father-Adolescent Sexual Risk Communication
Stacey Griner, MPH, CPH, RDH (Co-Major with Ellen Daley, PhD) (2014– 2019)
Dissertation Title: Self-Collected Sampling Methods for Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Screening Among College Women: Exploring Patient-Centered Intervention Characteristics
Committee Member

Current

Erik Ruiz (2021 – Current)


Dissertation Topic: Latino Health, Mental Health, Information-Seeking
Graduated
Erica LeCounte, MPH (2020 – 2025)

Dissertation Title: Examination of the Risk and Determinants of Maternal Suicidality in Florida: Comparisons Between Pregnant, Postpartum, and Nonpregnant Women
Tara Foti, MPH (2016 – 2021)

Dissertation Title: Screening of Pregnant Women with Opioid Use Disorder: Identifying Factors Impacting Implementation of Clinical Bundle Components in West-Central Florida Using the Theoretical Domains Framework
Linda Bomboka, MPH (2015 – 2019)


Dissertation Title: Family Planning Beliefs and Experiences in the Resettlement Context: A

phenomenological inquiry of recently arrived Congolese Refugee Women living in Tampa Bay, FL.

Yemisi Falope, MBBS, MPH (2015 – 2019)

Dissertation Title: An assessment of the role of Florida Pharmacists in the Administration of Influenza vaccine to pregnant women
Rachel Logan, MPH (2014 – 2019)

Dissertation Title: Understanding the Family Planning Care Experiences of Black Women Using An Intersectionality Mixed Methods Approach
Coralia Vazquez-Otero, JD, MPH, CPH (Graduated 2019)

Dissertation Title: Factors Influencing Parental Decision to Support an HPV Vaccine School-entry Requirement in Florida: A Mixed-Methods Study
Helen Mahoney, MPH (Graduated 2019)

Dissertation Title: Exploring young Women’s Choice to Initiate Use of Long-Acting Reversible Contraception: A Mixed Methods Approach
Vanessa Chee, MA (Graduated Summer 2018)

Dissertation Title: The Nutrition Transition among the Andean Kichwas of Ecuador

Shana Green, MPH (Graduated Summer 2017)

Dissertation Title: Mixed Method Study of Dating Risk & Communication among Emerging Adults 
Erika Thompson, MPH, CPH (Graduated Fall 2015)

Dissertation Title: The Influence of Relationship Status on HPV Vaccine Decision-Making

among Young Adult Women 
Dissertation Proposal Chair
Silvia Sommariva, MSc, MPA (August 2019)

Dissertation Title: Promoting HPV Vaccination with Vaccine-Hesitant Parents in Italy using Social Network Sites: A Formative Research Mixed-Method Study

DeAnne Turner, MPH (December 2017)

Dissertation Title: Using the Consolidated Framework of Implementation Research to investigate daily Pre-exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP; emtricitabine/tenofovir) implementation via publicly funded HIV testing sites in Florida
Elizabeth Lockhart, MPH (January 2017)

Dissertation Title: Evaluating Community Health Worker Adoption in New York Health Homes: A Diffusion of Innovations Perspective

Laura Merrell, MPH, CPH (April 2015)
Dissertation Title: Exploration of the Pregnancy-Related Health Information Seeking Behavior (HISB) of Women Who Gave Birth within the Past Year

Maridelys Deters, MPH (February 2016)

Dissertation Title: Social Supports, Stress and Birth Outcomes among Latina Mothers in Pinellas Count, FL
Christopher Wheldon, MPH (November 2012)

Dissertation Title: HPV Vaccine Decision-Making among Male Sexual Minorities: An Integrative Theoretical Framework for Vaccine Promotion
Deborah Cragun (June 2012)

Dissertation Title: Universal Tumor Screening for Lynch Syndrome: Identification of System-level Implementation Factors influencing Patient Reach
Elizabeth Baker (June 2013)


Dissertation Title: Illness Perceptions of Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
Leila Martini, MPH (March 2014)

Dissertation Title: Monitoring and Use of Social Media in Emergency Management in Florida
Dissertation Defense Chair

Zailing Zing (Epidemiology) (September 2024)

Dissertation Title: Childbirth, later-life cardiovascular disease, mortality, and health-related quality of life in postmenopausal women
Lindsay Womack, MPH (Epidemiology) (March 2017)

Dissertation Title: Severe Maternal Morbidity in Florida: Risk Factors and Determinants of the Increasing Rate
Allison Cantor, MPH (Anthropology) (March 2016)

Dissertation Title: Costumbres, Creencias, y "lo normal": A Biocultural Study of Changing Prenatal Dietary Practices in a Rural Tourism Community in Costa Rica

DrPH in Public Health, College of Public Health

Major Professor

Current
Morgan Brown, MPH (2022 – Current)


Doctoral Project: Understanding Demographic Differences in Outcomes for a Teen Pregnancy 

Prevention Program for Justice-Involved and Marginalized Youth: An Evaluation of the Choosing Myself Program
Graduated

Stefani Nixon, MPH, CPH, PMP, MCHES (2018 – 2024)
Doctoral Project: Evaluating an Online Tuberculosis Continuing Medical Education Program for TB Providers
Co-Major Professor

Current

Natalia Vega, MSPH (2021 – Current)

Doctoral Project: System Analysis to Understand the Stigma, Violence and Resilience Experiences Among Panamanian Female Sex Workers

Graduated
Ewurakua Velega Roberts (2019 – 2025)
Doctoral Project Title: Examining the Impact of Cultural Norms, Practice and Beliefs on Cervical Cancer Screening Uptake and Health Outcomes in Ghanaian Women Living in America: An Exploratory Qualitative Study
Alida Gertz, MD, MSc, MPH, DTM&H, AAHIVS (Graduated 2023)

Doctoral Project Title: Development of a sustainability and a continuous quality improvement plan for an American family medicine residency program’s anti-racism curriculum
Committee Member

Graduated
Kayleigh Blaney, MPH (2020 – 2022)

Doctoral Project Title: Assessing the Readiness of Outpatient Care Centers in Genesee County, Michigan to Manage Suspect Cases of Vaccine Preventable Diseases (VPDs)

Kathleen Glassner, MPH (Fall 2017)
Doctoral Project Title: Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of a Targeted Herpes Zoster Vaccination Approach to Reduce Risk of Stroke in Adults 50-59 with Increased Cardio-Vascular Risks: Assessing Policy and Public Health Impacts
PhD Anthropology / MPH

MPH Faculty Mentor
Naciely Cabral (2018 - Current)
C. Post-Master Programs

Educational Specialist (EdD)

College of Education, Department of School Psychology
Graduated

Amarah Shakir (Graduated Summer 2023)
Title: An Analysis of State Sex Education Policies to Explore the Inclusiveness of School Based Sex Education
D. Master Students

Master of Public Health, College of Public Health - Maternal and Child Health Concentration
Erica Craven (Current)

Analia Aquino (Current)

Sadie Eckler (Current)

Madeleine Lawson (Current)

Jennifer Samander (Graduated Fall 2025)

Isabel Ferguson (Graduated Spring 2025)

Sabiha Sikder (Spring 2025)

Emily Rozen (Spring 2024)

Olivia Pino (Spring 2024)

Assata Jasper (Summer 2023)

Kayla McDonald (Graduated Summer 2023)

Eliana Huffman (Graduated Spring 2023)

Lara Perez Marchan (Graduated Spring 2023)

Jasmine Kinsler (Graduated Summer 2022)

Alexandra Dent (Graduated Spring 2022)

Nashari Carter (Graduated Spring 2022)

Mariam Badru (Graduated Summer 2021)
Dogeli Rojas (Graudated Summer 2021)

Samantha Scott (Graduated Summer 2021)

Arnay Marshall (Graduated Summer 2021)

Tori Richardson (Graduated Summer 2021)

Emily Snyder (Graduated Spring 2021)

Shruthi Srinivasan (Graduated Spring 2021)


Destiny Watts (Graduated Summer 2020)

Alexus Huber (Graduated Summer 2019)
Champaigne Spivey (Graduated Fall 2019)

Kristina Sonstroem (Graduated Spring 2018)

Kristina Sonstroem (Graduated Summer 2018)

Elizabeth Rampersad (Smith) (Graduated Spring 2017)

Pooja Manjula Rangaswamy (Graduated Spring 2017)


Elizabeth Rampersad (Smith) (Graduated Spring 2017)

Malesa Pereira (Graduated Fall 2016)

Poonam Jambhekar (Graduated Summer 2016)

Jerchelle Jean-Poix (Graduated Spring 2016)

Lucile Cadet (Graduated Fall 2015)

Elizabeth Mkutumula (Graduated Fall 2015)

Shana Williams (Graduated Summer 2015)
Emily Rizzo (Graduated Summer 2015)

Ariana Bentz (Graduated Summer 2015)

Taylor Caragan (Graduated Summer 2015)
Teresa Colon-Asumu (Graduated Spring 2015) 
Megan Milanese (Graduated Spring 2015)

Samantha Copeman (Graduated Spring 2014)
Latrice Holt (Graduated Summer 2014)

Amber (Mills) Skinner (Graduated Fall 2014)

Anne Odusanya (Graduated Summer 2014)
Jordan Smith (Graduated Fall 2014)
Master of Public Health, College of Public Health – Health Promotion & Behavior Concentration (formerly called Health Education Concentration)

Avery Rodriguez (Graduated Spring 2023)

Lindsey Ellers (Graduated Fall 2019)
Ravi Gurbani (Graduated Spring 2019)


Fato Hassani (Graduated Spring 2019)

Katherine Spoto (Graduated Fall 2014)
Master of Public Health – Maternal and Child Health / Epidemiology Concentration
Sidney Imeroni (Graduated Fall 2023)

Chinwendu Ilonzo (Graduated Spring 2023)

Alexandra Dent (Graduated Summer 2022)

Shana Geary (Graduated Summer 2016)

Courtney Johns-Rejano (Graduated 2019)
Jerchelle Jean-Poix (Graduated 2016)

Master of Public Health, College of Public Health - Public Health Practice Concentration

Kimberly Brady (Graduated Fall 2016)

Kelley Dennings (Graduated Spring 2018)

Jessica Peterson (Graduated Summer 2017)
Janicka Harris (Graduated Summer 2015)

Jana Ikeda, DMD (Graduated Fall 2014)


Amber Boulding/Colston (Graduated Fall 2012)
Master of Public Health / Master of Anthropology (Concurrent Degree)

Donna Barth (Graduated Fall 2018)
Robin Mowson (Graduated Spring 2015)
Master of Public Health / PhD of Anthropology (Concurrent Degree)

Allison Cantor (Graduated with MPH in Spring 2015)
Master of Science of Public Health – Health Education Concentration


Robyn Manning-Samuels (Graduated)
E. Undergraduate Students
Honors College 

Nichole Cufino (Graduated Spring 2022); Undergraduate Research Thesis: Impact of Nutrition on 
Premenstrual Syndrome: A Scoping Review
Manasa Satyajit (Graduated Spring 2022); Undergraduate Research Thesis: Evaluation of a   

     
Technology-Based Prototype in Addressing

Sexual and Reproductive Health Literacy of College Students
Lynn Le (Graduated Spring 2015); Undergraduate Research Thesis: Oral health literacy: A priority 

among pregnant women


Leonne Danso (Graduated Fall 2012); Undergraduate Research Thesis: Title X (National Family 

Planning Program)
F. Additional Mentorship Activities
USF’S Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Science & Practice – Scholars

Cohort 2025-2026

Grace Beilman, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health Concentration
Morgan Brown, DrPH Student, Public Health Leadership Concentration
Hayzley Irwin, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health Concentration
Naomi Itacy, MPH Student, Behavioral Health Concentration
Madeleine Lawson, MPH, Maternal and Child Health Concentration
Jemila Macauley, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health Concentration
Melissa Newsome, PhD Student, Community and Family Health Concentration
Alexis Rice, MHA Student, Healthcare Administration Concentration
Cohort 2024-2025

Itze Cabral MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Gabriella Hinks, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Jacqueline Houston, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Sendy Sejourne, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Mahima Tatam, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Emily Walsh, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Cohort 2023-2024
Paula Hernandez, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Morgan Hyatt, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Dowensly Jean Brice, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Kiannyz Morales, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Madison Mutzman, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health
Cohort 2022-2023

Delaenam Akahoho, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Sarah Bakhet, MPH Student, Epidemiology

Shelby Davenport, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Rhosemalindha Louis, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Sara Stubben, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Karah Water, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Cohort 2021-2022

Monise Harris, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Tracy Gates, MPH Student, Global Health Practice

Lucas Hicks, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Chinwendu Ilonzo, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health & Epidemiology

Oluwasen Robinson, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Victoria Salinas, MPH Student, Epidemiology
Cohort 2020-2021

Ayesha Salar, MPH Student, Applied Biostatistics

Haley Maxwell, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Isabela Solis, MPH/MA Student, Maternal and Child Health

Medinah Nabadduka, MPH Student, Epidemiology and Global Communicable Disease

Naomi Williams, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Shanda Vereen, PhD Student, Community and Family Health
Cohort 2019-2020

Kristina Svatos, MPH Student, Epidemiology and Maternal and Child Health

Emily Coughlin, MPH Student, Epidemiology and Global Health Practice

Regina Maria Roig-Romero, Doctoral Student, Community and Family Health

Michelle Slawinski, MPH Student, Epidemiology and Global Communicable Disease

Cassaundra Smith, MPH Student, Maternal and Child Health

Nicole Sutton, MPH Student, Health Education

Maternal and Child Health Leadership Training Program – Mentees for Academic-Community Research Internship Program 


Grace Beilman (Master student in MCH (2025-2026)

Emily Walsh (Master student in MCH) (2024-2025)

Dowensly Jean Brice (Master student in MCH Epidemiology) (2023-2024)

Sara Stubben (Master student in MCH) (2022-2023)

Amelia Phillips (Master student in Health Education) (2014-2015)


Lindsay Womack (Doctoral student in Epidemiology) (2013-2014)

USF’S Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Science & Practice - MCH Policy Scholars Program

Cohort (2026)

Program Major
Destiny Cruz

PhD, Community and Family Health
Myai Hoang

MPH, Epidemiology
Janet Ortiz

DrPH, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health 
Erik Ruiz

PhD, Community and Family Health
Emily Walsh

MPH-MA (Maternal and Child Health-Medical Anthropology)
USF’S Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Science & Practice - MCH Summer Scholars Program: Translating MCH Research into Practice 

Cohort (2023)

Program Major
Anna Brioch

MPH-MA (Maternal and Child Health-Medical Anthropology)

Nicole Harris

PhD, Community and Family Health

Paula Hernandez
MPH, Maternal and Child Health

Jacqueline Houston
MPH-MSW (Behavioral Health-Social Work)

Alexis Rice

MHA, Healthcare Administration
Mirine Richey

DrPH, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health 
MCH Pipeline Program – Undergraduate Scholars 
Cohort 1 (2017-2018)
	Student
	Program Major

	Acosta-Clas, Eduardo 
	Health Sciences and Biological Sciences (concurrent)

	Bienasz, Kristina
	Nursing

	Carreno, Vanesa
	Biomedical Sciences and Public Health (concurrent)

	Garcia, Katherine
	Biomedical Sciences

	Godoy-Rivas, Beatriz
	Biomedical Sciences

	King, Katherine
	Public Health

	Leggett, Markayla
	Public Health and Criminology (concurrent)

	Moncayo, Ercilia
	Biochemistry

	Moya, Yasmin
	Nursing

	Perkins, Laura
	Public Health

	Suhood, Sarah
	Integrative Animal Biology (Human Track)


Cohort 2 (2018-2019)
	Student
	Program Major

	Apollon, Chedeline
	Public Health

	Czerepak, Madison
	Public Health; Women's and Gender Studies and Political Science Minor

	Fitzpatrick, Abbygail
	Biomedical Sciences 

	Howell, Grace
	Public Health

	Jones, Grace
	Psychology

	Kirkland, Rayven
	Public Health

	Mondragon, Maria
	Public Health

	Morocho, Casey
	Psychology

	Obisanya, Adefemi
	Health Sciences

	Saji, Smita
	Cell and Molecular Biology; Women's and Gender Studies Minor

	Seymour, Elizabeth
	Public Health

	Wilder, Elizabeth
	Biomedical Sciences; Psychology Minor


Other Teaching Leadership & Student Mentoring

Peer Education Student Group, Faculty Advisor, University of South Florida (2023-Present)

DEPARTMENT, COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

University of South Florida

2025
Panel Member, Re-Accreditation Site Visit

Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs (AAHRPP)
University of South Florida

2025-Present
Chair, COPH Faculty Assembly


College of Public Health

2025-Present
Member, Faculty Search Committee: Social Behavioral Sciences and Infection Disease Control and Prevention (Professor)


College of Public Health

2024-2025
Member, Faculty Search Committee: Social Behavioral Sciences and Infection Disease Control and Prevention (Associate Professor)

College of Public Health

2025-Present
Member, Education Committee 


Department of Community Health Sciences
2023-2025
Chair, Education Committee


College of Public Health

2023-Present  
Faculty Mentor


Dr. Amanda Elmore (MCH Faculty), College of Public Health

2022
USF Research Misconduct Committee, Member

2022
Member, Discipline Committee, Distinguished University Professor

University of South Florida

2021-Present
Co-Chair, Charles Mahan Best MCH Student Paper Committee

College of Public Health

2021-Present   Member, Russell S. Kirby MCH Scholarship

College of Public Health

2021 – 2022 
Member, Faculty Search Committee, (1) Epidemiology and (2) MCH Faculty Positions


College of Public Health

2021-2022
Member, Undergraduate Programs Committee, Academic Master Plan


College of Public Health

2021-2022
Member, Graduate Programs Committee, Academic Master Plan


College of Public Health
2021-2022
Member, Research Committee, Academic Master Plan


College of Public Health

2018-Present
Chair, MCH Concentration



College of Public Health

2018-Present
Director, MCH Graduate Certificate



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2018-2019
Member, MPH Career Planning & Professional Development Advisory Board


College of Public Health
2018-Present
MPH Career Planning & Professional Development Advisory Board


College of Public Health

2018-2024
Member, Faculty Affairs Committee, College of Public Health


College of Public Health

2017-Present  Member, Charles Mahan Best MCH Student Paper Committee

College of Public Health

2018
Interim Chair, CFH Curriculum Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health
2017 - 2023
Member, Education Committee, College of Public Health

College of Public Health

2017 – 2018
Member, APT Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health
2015-Present
Member, Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Education, Science, and Practice Postdoctoral Scholar Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015-Present
Member, CFH Doctoral Curriculum Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015-Present
Member, CFH Curriculum Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015-Present
Executive Team Member, Chiles Center for Women, Children & Families



College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2015-Present
Chair, Health Communication & Health Literacy Committee



Chiles Center for Women, Children & Families



College of Public Health, University of South Florida
2015
            Interim Director, Graduate Certificate in Maternal and Child Health



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015

Interim Chair, Maternal and Child Health Concentration Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015 – 2016
Member, APT Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2015

Educational Outcomes Committee



College of Public Health, University of South Florida

2014-2015
Member, Faculty Search Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2014-Present  Co-Chair Committee, Perinatal Research Series



USF Health, University of South Florida

2014

Reviewer, USF Internal Awards Program

2012-2018
Member, Maternal and Child Health Leadership Training Grant Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2012-2016
Member, Research Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

2012-2018
Member, Maternal and Child Health Concentration Committee

2009 - 2010
Member, Research Committee



Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2025-2026
Planning Committee Member



Session Lead – Implementation Science in MCH

Centers of Excellence in MCH-Catalyst Program Annual Meeting (MCHB/HRSA/Title V)
2025 – Present Advisory Board Member



Maternal & Child Health (MCH) Catalyst Program (MCHB/HRSA/Title V)



Florida International University 

2025

External Reviewer (Promotion)

University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
2024

External Reviewer (Promotion & Tenure)

University of North Texas Health Science Center
2024

External Reviewer (Promotion & Tenure)

University of Indiana
2023-Present
Editorial Board Member
MCH Journal

2023

Guest Associate Editor
Health Literacy COVID-19 Supplement

Healthcare Journal

2022

External Reviewer (Promotion & Tenure)
University of Massachusetts Amherst

2021

External Reviewer (Promotion)
University of Alabama at Birmingham, School of Public Health

2021

Grant Reviewer, Health Equity
Florida Department of Health

2020
External Reviewer (Promotion and Tenure)
University of Maryland-Baltimore County, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Public Health

2020

Grant Reviewer

National Research Mentoring Network (NRMN)
2020-Present
Grant Reviewer
Health Equity, Florida Department of Health

2019-Present
Steering Committee
Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative

2018

Grant Reviewer, Community Engagement Initiative Awards



The Howell Foundation, California

“Mission Statement: The Doris A. Howell Foundation for Women’s Health Research is dedicated to making a long-term, positive impact on women’s health” http://www.howellfoundation.org/Default.aspx
2015-Present   Co-Chair, Perinatal and Women’s Health Committee


Maternal and Child Health Section, American Public Health Association
2015-Present
Member, Communication Action Team

Oral Health Florida (State of Florida)
2015-2020 
Moderator (Discussant)



McKnight Doctoral Fellowship Program, Annual Conference (State of Florida)
2014-Present
Member, Greater Tampa Bay Oral Health Coalition (GTBOHC)



Tampa Bay, Florida
2013-Present
At-Large Member


Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health (ATMCH)
2011-2013
Member, Advisory Board

Ford Foundation

Sexuality, Health and Rights among Youth in the United States: The Challenge to Florida’s Youth

Co-Principal Investigators: Eric R. Buhi, PhD and Ellen M. Daley, PhD

Grant Amount: $300,000
2012

Member, Expert Panel

Center for Population Health Promotion Research, University of British Columbia
Health Literacy Community Capacity Tool
Principal Investigator: Jim Frankish, PhD
2011 

Member, Medical Advisory Board



Funded by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy

Beyond the Condom (BtC): An Innovative Text and Mobile Video Campaign to Promote Long-Acting Reversible Contraceptives 



Principal Investigator: Eric R. Buhi, PhD
Reviewer for Scholarly Publications (Manuscripts)



American Journal of Health Education (2007 – Present)


American Journal of Men’s Health (2015 – Present)


American Journal of Public Health (2009 – Present)


BMC Oral Health (2023 – Present)

Culture, Health & Sexuality (2019 – Present)

Global Public Health (2012 – Present)


Health & Social Care in the Community (2017 – Present)



Health Education & Behavior (2016 – Present)

Health Promotion International (2010 – Present)


Healthcare Journal (2022 – Present)

Implementation Science Communications (2023 – Present)

Journal of Adolescent Health (2014 – Present)

Journal of American Dental Association (2018 – Present)

Journal of School Health (2010 – Present)

Journal of Women’s Health (2012 – Present)

Maternal and Child Health Journal (2007 – Present)

Philosophy, Ethics, and Humanities in Medicine (2013 – Present)

Reproductive Health (2014 – Present)

Translational Behavioral Medicine (2017 – Present)

Women’s Health Issues (2012 – Present)

Vaccine (2008 – Present)

Context – The Journal of Health Students Taking Action Together in Partnership with 
the 
Student Health Alliance (2005-2009)

Reviewer for Scholarly Conferences (Abstracts)

2025
18th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, co-sponsored by NIH and Academy Health
2024
17th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, co-sponsored by NIH and Academy Health 

2012-Present
American Public Health Association Annual Meetings, Maternal and Child Health 


Section 

2005-Present
American Public Health Association Annual Meetings, Women’s Caucus 
2007-2009
American Public Health Association Annual Meetings, Students’ Caucus 
Conference Moderator
2015-Present
American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, MCH Section

2012

140th Annual American Public Health Association Conference, San Francisco, CA 
2010

The Maternal and Child Health Student Association Conference, Tampa, Florida 
2007

81st Annual American School Health Association Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii 

2007

2nd Annual Governor’s Conference on Women’s Health, Tampa, Florida 
Conference Planning Committee

2012-2013
Course Co-Director
Transforming Women’s Health: Discovery, Development & Deliver of the Oral-Systemic Connection, Tampa, Florida (January 2013) 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

2025

American Academy of Health Behavior

2020-Present
Implementation Science for Maternal Health National Workgroup (IS4MH)
2017

Academy of Communication in Healthcare
2016

American Academy of Health Behavior

2014 

Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP)

2010 - 2012
Association of Public Health Epidemiologists of Ontario


2009 

American Academy of Health Behavior

2009

Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality Association

2009

University of South Florida Alumni (inducted)

2007 - 2009
American School Health Association

2005 - Present
Florida Public Health Association 

2005    

Delta Omega Honorary Public Health Society, Tau Chapter (inducted)

2005       
Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society (inducted)

2004 - Present
American Public Health Association 

Sections: MCH Section; Sexual and Reproductive Health; Women’s Caucus
2004 - Present
Association of Teachers in Maternal and Child Health 

2003 - 2009
University of South Florida’s Public Health Student Association 

2003    

University of Guelph Alumni (inducted)

COMMUNITY SERVICE

2025–Present
Community Advisory Board Member

Family Planning Sexual & Reproductive Health Program

Florida Department of Health in Hillsborough County
2024-Present
Advisory Board Member / Academic Faculty Lead

Tampa/Hillsborough Reproductive Well-Being Learning Collaborative (Co-PIs: Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County, Ybor Youth Clinic, Allies for Healing)

Funded By Power to Decide
2024-Present
Steering Committee Member



Tampa Bay Black Maternal Health Week Initiative

2023-2025
Advisory Board Member



Florida DOH Severe Maternal Morbidity Telehealth Grant
2017-Present
Health Literacy Advisory Board



Hillsborough County Health Department, Florida Department of Health
2012-Present
“Ask the Scientist” Speaker



Coordinated by Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network, Moffitt Cancer Center

2013-2016
Girls On the Run 5K



Southern Tampa Bay, FL

2006 - 2008
Founding Member, Board of Directors



All Women’s Health: A Florida Partnership for Change
2002 - 2003   
Human Nutraceutical Research Unit Assistant

                          University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario

1996 – 1999     Pediatrics Unit and Short-term Recovery Unit Volunteer

                          Brantford General Hospital, Brantford, Ontario


COMMUNITY INVITED PRESENTATIONS
2021
Premier Community Healthcare
FaceBook Live Event


Presentation Title: Empowering Women with Health and Wellness
2021
AdventHealth


In partnership with Premier Community HealthCare; Humana; More Health; Gulfcoast North Area Health Education Center; FreeD.O.M. Clinic USA; USF College of Public Health

Bridging the Gap: A Virtual Oral Health Equity Summit


Presentation: Paving the Way: Barriers and Facilitators to MCH Oral Health Services
2018
Hillsborough County Health Department, Florida Department of Health

Florida Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program
Presentation Title: HPV: The Current State of Prevention
2018
Hillsborough County Health Department, Florida Department of Health

Office of Health Equity

Presentation Title: Health Literacy: Overview & Applications to Inform a County Strategic Plan 

2015,
Annual Women’s Health Fair, Premier Community HealthCare

2016,
In partnership with Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network, American Cancer Society,
2017
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Florida Health Pasco County


Presentation Title: HPV and Cervical Cancer Prevention

2014
Ask the Scientist Series, Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network (TBCCN), A Community Network Program Center

James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center, St. Petersburg, FL

Presentation Title: HPV and Cervical Cancer Prevention for You and Your Family
2013
Perinatal Research Seminar, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL


Presentation Title: Addressing Oral-Systemic Health during Pregnancy: Gaps in Translating Evidence to Practice
2013
Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network (TBCCN), A Community Network Program Center


Journal Club Facilitator


Cervical Cancer Screening Interventions for Latinas: A CBPR Approach
2012
Interdisciplinary Women’s Health Seminar, University of South Florida, College of Public Health, Tampa, FL


Presentation Title: Interdisciplinary Research & Training in Women’s Health
2009

Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women Women’s Health 



Workshop, Tampa, FL 



Presentation Title: Overview of the Commission on the Status of Women (COSW) 



Women’s Health Report 
2008

JPMorganChase, Women’s Initiative Network



Presentation Title: Reproductive Cancers in Women
2007
   
Wiregrass Ranch High School, Wesley Chapel, FL 

   

Presentation Title: Public Health and You 
2007

Law Office of Julianne M. Holt, Public Defender of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, 


Tampa, FL

   

Presentation Title: HPV and Cervical Cancer 
2006 - 2007   
Freedom High School, Tampa, FL

   

Presentation Title: Public Health and You 
2006

Williams Middle School, Tampa, FL

   

Presentation Title: Public Health and You 

HONORS, AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

2018
Dean’s Inaugural Excellence in Teaching Award, USF College of Public Health

2018
Women’s Health Faculty Research Award, Health Sciences, Women in Leadership & Philanthropy, USF

2015

Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network Professional Development Award (Funded by 


the National Cancer Institute, Grant No. 1U54CA153509)
2014

Tampa Bay Community Cancer Network Professional Development Award (Funded by 


the National Cancer Institute, Grant No. 1U54CA153509)

2009    

The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality (SSSS) Eastern Region Student 


Presentation Award

2008    

Sam Bell Endowed Scholarship, College of Public Health, University of South Florida 

2008    

Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP) Scholarship, College of 


Public Health, University of South Florida

2007    

Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Student Fellow, American Public Health Association 

2007    

Florida Public Health Association Student Scholarship 

2007    

Women and Children’s Health Research Award, USF Health 2007 Research Day 

2007    

National 2007 Delta Omega Student Poster Competition Finalist 

2007    

Provost’s Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Graduate Teaching Assistant Nominee

2007    

Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP) Scholarship, College of 


Public Health, University of South Florida

2006    

Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP) Scholarship, College of 


Public Health, University of South Florida

2005    

Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP) Scholarship, College of 


Public Health, University of South Florida

2005    

Delta Omega Honorary Society 8th Annual Poster Session Award 

2005    

Investigator Responsibilities Certification 

2005    

National Public Health Week Research and Practice Poster Competition Award, 


College of Public Health, USF 

2004    

International Student Scholarship - College of Public Health, University of South 


Florida 

2004   

Public Health Student Association Scholarship (PHSA), College of Public Health, 


University of South Florida 

2004    

Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP) Scholarship, College of 


Public Health, University of South Florida
2004    

6th Health Education and Injury Prevention Partnership and Field Conference 



Certification, Köln, Germany 

2004    

HIPAA Certification 

2003 - Present 
NIH Certification in Human Subjects Protection/IRB




1999    

Entrance Scholarship to University of Guelph (1999)
1999    

Ontario Academic Scholar 

1998    

Royal Conservatory of Music - Grade 8 Piano, Grade 2 Theory 

1997    

Ontario Business Association Award for Administration Services

Updated March 2026
� Note: Authors listed in alphabetical order.
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