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113. Pollack R, Lo A, Steinberg B, Smith K, Shure H, Blanck G, et al. SV40 and cellular 
gene expression in the maintenance of the tumorigenic syndrome. Cold Spring Harb 
Symp Quant Biol 1980; 44 Pt 1:681-8. 

 
RESEARCH GRANT SUPPORT 
 

1. Principal Investigator; Biomedical Research Support Grant, Structure and function of the 
multigenic HLA class II region. $10,000; 10/1/90-3/31/91. 

 
2. Principal Investigator; Research and Creative Scholarship Grant Award (University of 

South Florida), Major histocompatibility expression in human thyroid cells. $7120; 
4/1/91-3/31/92. 

 
3. Principal Investigator; American Cancer Society-Florida Division, Structure and function 

of the multigenic HLA class II region. $20,000; 6/1/91-5/31/92. 
 

4. Principal Investigator; National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Functions of the multigenic 
HLA class II chromosome segment. $244,968; 10/1/91-9/30/94. 

 
5. Principal Investigator; H. Lee Moffit Cancer Center Grant Program, Microscopic analysis 

of MHC chromatin. $41,553; 8/1/91-12/31/93. 
 

6. Principal Investigator; American Heart Association, Retinoblastoma protein regulation of 
HLA class II gene expression. $130,020; 7/1/94-6/30/97. 

 
7. Principal  Investigator; Research and Creative Scholarship Grant Award (University of 

South Florida), Retinoblastoma protein regulation of invariant chain expression. 
$7500; 5/1/94-4/30/95. 

 
8. Sponsor; American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology High School Teacher 

Fellowship; $5500; 6/94-8/94. 
 

9. Principal Investigator; American Lung Association, Florida Division, CIITA defects in 
non-small cell lung carcinoma. $49,912, 7/1/96-6/30/97. 

 
10. Principal Investigator; American Heart Association, Florida Division, A novel defect in 

HLA class II gene expression. $99,395, 7/1/96-6/30/98. 
 

11. Principal Investigator; Equipment cost-sharing funds, University of South Florida.  
$16,000, 7/1/96-6/30/98. 

 
12. Principal Investigator, American Heart Association, Florida Division (declined due to 



overlap with  another awarded grant). 
 

13. Principal Investigator, American Cancer Society, IRF-1 regulation of CIITA, $ 355,000, 
7/1/98-6/30/01. 

 
14. Principal Investigator, National Institutes of Health, Interferon regulatory factor 2 

functions, 737,676, 4/99 - 3/04. 
 

15. Principal Invesitgator, National Institutes of Health, Equipment Supplement to NIH grant, 
$10,855, 2001. 

 
16. Principal Invesitgator, National Institutes of Health, supplement to NIH grant, $15,000, 

2002. 
 

17. BioStat International, Inc. Seminar Program gift (Maureen Lyden, President), $6000, 
2006-07. 

 
18. Principal Investigator, Negative regulation of MHC class II promoters, Florida Biomedical 

Society Bankhead-Coley Program, $179,000, 2007. 
 

19. Principal Investigator, Interferon-gamma responses of stem cells, USF Internal Award 
Program, $5000, 2007. 

 
20. Principal Investigator (Dr. William Sexton, co-PI). Cytoskeletal proteins in bladder 

cancer, $50,000, 2014-15.  
 

21. 2017-20, Mentor, Student RISE fellowships, Morsani College of Medicine; other medical 
student, year-long, research stipend. 
 

22. 2019, Mentor, external student fellowship, Saif Zaman, Med3. 
 

 
 
MEETINGS/TALKS  
 

1. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, G.D. Ussery, D. Marler, C. Pearson. American Cancer Society, Florida 
Division 17th Annual Research Seminar; Retinoblastoma protein regulation of HLA class 
II and CD74 expression in breast carcinoma cells (invited talk); March 5, 1994. 

 
2. Y. Lu, G. Ussery, D. F. Marler, J. M. Boss, M. M. Muncaster, B. L. Gallie and G. Blanck.  

14th Annual Florida Biochemist Meeting..  Retinoblastoma protein regulation of HLA 
class II and CD74 expression in breast carcinoma cells (invited talk).  

 
3. Y. Lu, D. Marler and  G. Blanck.   American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 

Biology Meeting Annual Meeting; Retinoblastoma protein regulation of HLA class II and 
CD74 expression in breast carcinoma cells;   May, 1994. 

 
4. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, M. Tschickardt, H. Xu, and B. Mach.  American Cancer Society, 

Florida Division; Retinoblastoma protein regulation of HLA class II gene expression 
(invited talk); March 25, 1995. 



 
5. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, D. Marler and H. Xu.  Epigenetic regulation of transcription (Keystone 

Meeting); Retinoblastoma protein regulation of HLA class II gene expression; April 4-10, 
1995. 

 
6. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, D. Marler and H. Xu.  FASEB-AII Meeting; Retinoblastoma protein 

regulation of HLA class II gene expression (invited talk); April 9-13, 1995. 
 

7. G. Blanck, et al.  International Congress of Immunology; Retinoblastoma protein 
regulation of HLA class II gene expression (invited talk); July 23-29, 1995. (invited talk) 
(Did not attend due to scheduling conflict). 

 
8. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, B. Schmidt, M. Tschickardt, D. Berry. American Cancer Society, 

Florida Division; CIITA defects are common in human tumor lines and prevent rescue of 
HLA class II inducibility by retinoblastoma protein; March 30, 1996 (invited talk). 

 
9. D. Berry, Y. Lu, B. Schmidt, P. Fallon, C. O'Connell, S-X. Hu, H-J. Xu and G. Blanck.  

FASEB-AAI Meeting; Retinoblastoma protein inhibits IFN-γ induced apoptosis. June 2-6, 
1996. 

 
10. Y. Lu, J. Boss, S-X. Hu, H-J. Xu and G. Blanck.  FASEB-AAI Meeting; Apoptosis 

independent, retinoblastoma protein rescue of HLA class II mRNA IFN-γ inducibility in 
non-small cell lung carcinoma: Lack of surface class II expression associated with a 
specific defect in HLA-DR induction...June 2-6, 1996. 

 
11. G. Blanck, Y. Lu, D. Berry, M. Tschickardt, B. Schmidt. FASEB-AAI Meeting: A defect in 

IFN-γ induction of CIITA, a common defect in human tumor lines, prevents 
retinoblastoma protein rescue of HLA class II inducibility...June 2-6, 1996. 

 
12. Y. Lu, B. Schmidt, M. Tschickardt, D. Berry and G. Blanck. 12th International 

Histocompatibility Conference;  CIITA defects in human tumor lines.  June 9-12, 1996. 
 

13. Y. Lu, J. Boss, S-X. Hu, H-J. Xu and G. Blanck. 12th International Histocompatibility 
Conference; Retinoblastoma protein rescue of HLA class II mRNA IFN-γinducibility in 
non-small cell lung carcinoma cells. June 9-12, 1996. 

 
14. G. Blanck, D. Berry, Y. Lu, H-J. Xu.  Cellular Immunology and the Immunotherapy of 

Cancer. February 1-7, 1997. 
 

15. H.Xi., D.Berry, G.Blanck.  Interferon regulatory factor-2 activation of the Type IV CIITA 
promoter.  American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Meeting, May 
16-20, 1998, Washington, D.C. 

 
16. H.Zhang, A.Shepherd, G.Blanck. De-repression of HLA-DRA by hyperphosphorylation of 

Oct-1 protein in cells expressing retinoblastoma protein. Experimental Biology Meeting, 
April 27-21, 1999. Washington, D.C. 

 
17. G. Blanck, H. Xi, H. Zhang, S. Wei, J. Djeu. Tumor suppressor proteins required for HLA 

class II and interleukin-8 expression. Cancer Immunosurveillance Meeting, October 4-6, 
1999, New York City, NY. 

 



18. G. Blanck, H.Xi, H.Zhang, S.Wei, J.Djeu.  Tumor suppressor proteins required for HLA 
class II and IL-8 expression.  Cellular immunology and immunotherapy of can cer, 
January 21-27, 2000, Sante Fe, New Mexico. 

 
19. George Blanck, Harry Zhang, Jiazhi Sun, Sheng Wei, and Julie Djeu. Role of 

Interleukin-8 secretion in the effect of Retinoblastoma protein (Rb)-expression on 
tumorigenicity.  American association of immunologists, May 12-16, 2000, Seattle, 
Washington. 

 
20. Aaron Osborne, Hongquan Zhang, Wen-Ming Yang, Edward Seto, and George Blanck.  

Histone deacetylase activity represses IFN-  inducible HLA-DR gene expression 
following the establishment of an open promoter chromatin conformation.  Class II MHC 
gene control and disease relevance, March 22-25, 2001, Seabrook Island, South 
Carolina (Invited talk). 

 
21. Aaron Osborne, Hongquan Zhang, Wen-Ming Yang, Edward Seto, and George Blanck.  

Histone deacetylase activity represses IFN-  inducible HLA-DR gene expression 
following the establishment of an open promoter chromatin conformation.  Experimental 
Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, Florida . 

 

22. H. Zhang, S. Wei, J. Sun, D. Coppola, B. Zhong, G.D. Wu, B. Goodwin, S. Sebti, J.Y. 
Djeu and G. Blanck.  Retinoblastoma protein activation of interleukin-8 expression 
inhibits tumor cell survival in nude mice. Experimental Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, 
Florida . 

 

23. B.L. Goodwin, H. Xi, D.D. Eason, N. Ghosh, K.L. Wright, U. Nagarajan, J.M. Boss and 
G. Blanck.Varying functions of specific MHC class II transactivator promoter III and IV 
elements in melanoma cell lines. Experimental Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, Florida . 

 
24. H. Xi, B. Goodwin, A.T. Shepherd and G. Blanck. IRF-2 regulation of CIITA in vitro and 

in mice.  Experimental Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, Florida . 
 

25. H. Xi, B. Goodwin, A.T. Shepherd and G. Blanck. IRF-2 regulation of CIITA in vitro and 
in mice.  Experimental Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, Florida (Invited talk). 

 
26. D.D.Eason and G. Blanck. Threshold-dependent regulation of interferon signaling. 

Experimental Biology, 3/31-4/4/01, Orlando, Florida. 
 

27. G. Blanck.  Linking cell cycle regulation to the anti-tumor immune response: Molecular 
basis for the regulation of the HLA class II genes in tumor cells.  USF Molecular 
Medicine series, 10/17/02 (Invited talk) (cancelled). 

 
28. G. Blanck.  Linking cell cycle regulation to the anti-tumor immune response: Molecular 

basis for the regulation of the HLA class II genes in tumor cells.  Research in Progress, 
Moffitt Cancer Center, 10/02 (Invited talk). 

 
29. G. Blanck.  Transcription of methylated DNA mediated by a sequence specific DNA 

binding protein: RFX. University College, London, 7/15/2005 (Invited talk). 
 

30. G. Blanck.  Transcription of methylated DNA mediated by a sequence specific DNA 
binding protein: RFX. Boston University, 12/8/2005 (Invited talk). 



 
31. G. Blanck.  Transcription of methylated DNA mediated by a sequence specific DNA 

binding protein: RFX. Children’s Research Institute, St. Petersburg FL, 12/16/2005 
(Invited talk). 

 
32. G.Blanck. Disease mechanisms of MHC class II repression: Application of a promoter 

network paradigm. Moffitt Cancer Center, 11/2/2007 (invited talk). 
 

33. G.Blanck. Cancer Karyotype Genomics: What is it and how might it be relevant to tumor 
immunology.  Moffitt Cancer Center, 10/9/2008 (invited talk). 

 
 

34. G.Blanck. Regulation of interlocking cancer GRN subcircuits by a small molecule 
inhibitor of Rb phosphorylation: Linking cell cycle regulation to tumor immunology. Moffitt 
Cancer Center, 11/18/2010 

 
35. G.Blanck.Small molecule activation of MHC class II expression in tumor cells: The 

guidance of gene regulatory network subcircuits linking Rb to MHC class II. Texas A&M 
Health Sciences Center, 11/17/2011. 

 
36. G. Blanck, T-cell receptor-β V and J usage, in combination with particular. HLA class I 
alleles, correlates with cancer survival patterns. AIRR meeting, Dec, 2017. 
 
37. G. Blanck, Novel software pipelines for linking TIL CDR3s and cancer mutant amino 
acids, Tumor biology program, Moffitt Cancer Center (invited talk). 
 
38. G. Blanck, several Moffitt Cancer Center and Molecular Medicine seminars, 2020. 
  

 
Ph.D. THESIS STUDENTS 
 

1. Yanmei Lu, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 
Medicine. (served as a postdoctoral fellow at Genentech, South San Francisco; 
employed at Rigel Pharmaceuticals, South San Francisco; currently employed at 
Genentech, South San Francisco) 

 
2. Donna Eason (formerly Berry), Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF 

College of Medicine (graduated 6/00; current postdoctoral fellowship with Dr. Gary 
Litman, USF All Childrens’ Hospital). 

 
3. Aaron Osborne, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and Institute for 

Biomolecular Science, USF College of Medicine (graduated 6/01; subsequent VFW 
postdoctoral fellowship, Blanck Lab; currently USF COM student) 

 
4. Hongkang (Ken) Xi, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 

Medicine (graduated 12/00; formerly a postdoctoral fellow, Emory University, Atlanta; 
currently employed at Genentech). 

 
5. Hongquan (Harry) Zhang, Department of Pathology, USF College of Medicine 

(graduated 11/01; currently a resident in Pathology, Wayne State University, Detroit; 
currently employed at Oakwood Healthcare system, Michigan). 



DEPARTMENTAL GRADUATE COORDINATOR (2003-2005)  
 
Establish and maintain course, dissertation-related, and other degree requirements; design and 
oversee written and oral qualifying exams; advise and participate in other ways in College of 
Medicine multidisciplinary doctoral program (separate from the departmental doctoral program); 
chair the departmental doctoral student admissions committee. 
 
CLASSROOM TEACHING (1990-present) 
 
Extensive classroom lecturing, discussion, and course director experience for USF College of 
Medicine medical and graduate student courses: medical molecular biology, biochemistry, and 
genetics courses; and doctoral program molecular biology, biochemistry and genetics courses; 
data management course; college of public health course; evidence based medicine course; 
advanced gene regulation technologies course; extensive undergraduate teaching in a small 
class setting; extensive experience as course director with very large class sizes, both brick and 
mortar and online. 
 
Lecture topics: Complexity of the genome, Human genome project, Gene structure and 
transcription, Transcriptional regulation, Epigenetics, DNA repair and recombination, Chromatin 
structure, DNA microarrays, Cancer microarrays and  proteomics, Chromosome biology, 
Recombinant DNA technology, Basic adaptive and innate immunity, T-cell activation, Antigen 
processing and presentation, Purine and pyrimidine metabolism, Signal transduction, 
Oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes, Apoptosis, DNA replication; Data management; 
Genomics; The cancer genome atlas; Genetics of metabolic disorders, hematologic disorders, 
musculoskeletal disorders, neurological disorders, cardiopulmonary disorders, renal disorders; 
Genetics of sexual development; Immunogenomics; big data and cybersecurity. 
 
UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

1. Molecular Biologist Search Committee, Department of Biology; Gregory Stewart, Ph.D., 
Chairman; 1991 (Position frozen). 

 
2. Molecular Biology Planning and Advisory Group, Department of Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology, Lee Adair, Ph.D., Chairman; 1991. 
 

3. Institute for Biomolecular Science Seminar Program: Transcription Control; Dave 
Dunnigan, Ph.D., Chairman (Department of Biology); 1991. 

 
4. Retreat Organizer for the Institute for Biomolecular Science (IBS) Retreat, 

9/27/91-9/29/91; Daniel Lim, Ph.D., Director of IBS; 1991. 
 

5. Grant reviewer, Department of Veterans Affairs, Veteran's Administration (Washington 
D.C. 20420). Career Development Program; Richard J. Greene, M.D. Ph.D., Assistant 
Chief Medical Director for Research and Development; 1991. 

 
6. Reviewer, Journal of Biological Chemistry, 1992, 2005. 

 
7. Committee on Academic Status, University of South Florida College of Medicine; Marvin 

Dunn, M.D., Dean; 1992-94. 
 

8. University Lecture Series Committee, University of South Florida; Barbara R. Sherman, 



Interim Vice President for Student Affairs; 1992-94. 
 

9. Comprehensive Qualifying Exam Committee, Department of Medical Microbiology and. 
Imunnology, USF College of Medicine, Jin Hong Liu, 1993. 

 
10. Department Facilities and Equipment Committee, Department of Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology, R. Kennedy Keller, Ph.D. Chairman; 1993. 
 

11. Contact person, Wellcome Visiting Professor Jack. L. Strominger, 1994; USF College of 
Medicine, Marvin Dunn, M.D., Dean. 

 
12. Contact person, USF Lecture Series lecturer Robert Pollack, 1994; USF, Laurie 

Woodward, Committee Chairperson. 
 

13. Organizer, Molecular Immunology Seminar Series, 1995; Institute for Biomolecular 
Sciences, USF, Mary Jane Saunders, Ph.D., Director. 

 
14. Grant reviewer, Department of Veterans Affairs, Veteran's Administration (Livermore, 

California). VA Merit Review Program; Werner T. Schlapfer, Ph.D., Chief, Offic or 
External Reviews, VA Merit Review Board, 1995. 

 
15. Reviewer, Journal of Immunology, 1993-05. 

 
16. Committee on Academic Status, University of South Florida College of Medicine; Marvin 

Dunn, M.D., Dean; 1995-7. 
 

17. Faculty Council, University of South Florida College of Medicine, 1995-96 . 
 

18. Organizer, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Departmental Retreat; October 5-7, 
1995. 

 
19. Faculty Senate, University of South Florida, 1996-99. 

 
20. Organizer, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Departmental Retreat; September 30, 

1996. 
 

21. Director, Departmental Admissions Committee, 1997, 1998. 
 

22. American Heart Association, Florida Affiliate Study Section, 1997. 
 

23. Committee on Committees, USF College of Medicine, 1997. 
 

24. American Heart Association Study Section, Southeastern Consortium, Columbus Ohio, 
1999. 

 
25. Grant reviewer, American Cancer Society (National), Ad hoc reviewer, 1999. 

 
26. USF COM Faculty Council, 1999-03. 

 
27. LCME Graduate Basic Science Education Committee, 1997-98. 
 



28. USF COM Space committee, 1997-99. 
 

29. Adviser, First year medical students, 1996-99. 
 
30. Judge, Science Fair, Academy of the Holy Names, Tampa, Florida, 2000, 2002. 

 
31. American Heart Association Study Section, Southeastern Consortium, Atlanta, Georgia, 

2000. 
 

32. Reviewer, Journal of Cellular Biochemistry, 2000-2002. 
 
33. Committee on Medical Student Affairs, USF College of Medicine, 2000-2002. 
 
34. Committee Bylaws Committee, USF College of Medicine, 2000-2002. 
 
35. USF College of Medicine Research Committee, 2001-03. 

 
36. Grant reviewer, Veterans Affairs Merit Grant Program, 2001. 

 
37. Reviewer, Cancer Research, 2001. 

 
38. Grant reviewer, Treadwell Foundation, 2001, 2005. 

 
39. Reviewer, Human Immunology, 2001 
 
40. Reviewer, Molecular and Cellular Biology, 2001-03. 
 
41. Invited lecturer, USF College of Public Health, 2002-05. 

 
42. Reviewer, Journal of Cell Science, 2002-03 
 
43. Chair, Departmental APT committee, USF College of Medicine, 2003, 2006. 
 
44. Chair, COM Research Subcommittee for raising funds for a seminar series, 2002-03 

 
45. Chair COM Research Subcommittee for establishing parameters to evaluate the 

research vitality at the USF COM, 2003. 
 
46. Grant reviewer, USF COM pilot grant program, 2003. 

 
47. Graduate Coordinator, USF COM Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 

2003-2005 
 

48. Reviewer, European Journal of Biochemistry, 2003. 
 
49. Reviewer, Extra-mural APT committees, 2003. 
 
50. Reviewer, Blood, 2003. 

 
51. Grant reviewer, All Childrens Hospital grant program, 2004. 

 



52. Grant reviewer, USF internal awards program, 2004. 
 

53. Retreat Organizer, USF COM Dept. of Molecular Medicine (formerly Biochemistry), 
2003-05. 

 
54. Seminar series organizer, USF COM Dept. of Molecular Medicine (formerly 

Biochemistry), 2003-07. 
 

55. Editor, Frontiers in Bioscience: Tumor cell regulation of the immune system, 2004-05. 
 

56. Grant reviewer, The Wellcome Trust, 2005. 
 

57. Reviewer, Leukemia, Febs Letters, and J. Biol. Chem.,  2005 
 

58. USF College of Medicine LCME committee, 2006. 
 

59. USF Department Molecular Medicine APT committee, 2006-8. 
 

60. Reviewer, Oncogene, 2006. 
 

61. Reviewer, Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy, 2006 
 

62. Executive Committee, Signature Program for Allergy and Immunology, USF Health, 
2006-07 

 
63. Reviewer, Nucleic Acids Research, 2008 

 
64. Reviewer, Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy, 2008 

 
65. Chair, USF College of Medicine Committee on Research 

 
66. Member, USF Research Council, 2009-2011 

 
67. Member, USF IRB, 2010-present 

 
68. Reviewer, Vaccine, 2011-2014 

 
69. Reviewer, Heartjournal, 2013 

 
70. Reviewer, Cytokine, Circulation, Gene, Genes and Immunity, 2014 
 
71. Reviewer, Cancer informatics, Cell Cycle, Cell and Tissue Research, Circulation, 

Cytokine, Gene, Immunology Letters, Vaccine, Tumor biology, 2015 
 
72. Mentor, High School Science Fair projects, 2015 
 
73. Member, Scientific Advisory Board, University of Dublin, Ireland, Chair: Günther Eissner, 

2015. 
 
74. Extensive reference letter contributions, msp3 program, Morsani College of Medicine; 

2012-19. 



 
75. USF-Moffitt transplant fellowship committee (Brian Betts, M.D., chair); 2015-16 
 
76. Mentor high school science project (Kendal Clark, student, South Sumter High School; 

Emily Keeler, guidance counselor; ); 2014-2016.  
 

77. Grant reviewer, Cancer research UK, 2018. 
 

78. Reviewer, BBA, Genomics, Cancer Cell International, Gene, Bioinformatics, Cytokine, 
Cancer Genetics, Tumor Biology, Analytical Biochemistry, Immunology Letters, Gene 
Therapy, International Journal of Molecular Medicine, European Journal of Hematology, 
IEEE, BMC Cancer, Oncology Letters, Laboratory Investigation, Human Vaccines and 
Immunotherapy, Molecular Medicine Reports, Molecular and Clinical Oncology, 
Circulation, Oncotargets, and Dovepress, 2016-2020. 
 

79. Associated Editor GENE (2017-2020), Cancer Cell International (2017-2019). 
 

80. Faculty Council, Morsani College of Medicine, 2016-2018. 
 

81. USF technology committee, 2018-2020. 
 

82. Mentor, high school science project (Raelynn Moses, Sumter High School, 2018-19). 
 

83. Member, Adapative Immune Receptor Repository working group, subdivision of The 
Antibody Society, 2018-2020. 

 
DISSERTATION COMMITTEES 
 

1. Chang Liu, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of Medicine; Dr. 
Stephen Specter, major professor. 

 
2. Szu-Hao Kung, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of Medicine; 

Dr. Peter Medveczky, major professor (graduated). 
 

3. Michele Anderson, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 
Medicine; Dr. Gary Litman, major professor (graduated). 

 
4. Susan Hoffman, Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of 

Medicine; Dr. Kay Blanchard, major professor. 
 

5. Gary Hellerman, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 
Medicine; Dr. Larry Solomonson, major professor (graduated). 

 
6. P.K. Burnette,  Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of 

Medicine; Dr. Julie Djeu, major professor (graduated 1995). 
 

7. Jin Hong Liu, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of Medicine; 
Dr. Julie Djeu, major professor  (graduated 1994). 

 
8. Hana Dawson, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF college of 

Medicine; Dr. Andrew Cannons, major professor (graduated 1996). 



 
9. Terri Bowers, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of Medicine; 

Dr. Bert Anderson, major professor (graduated 1998). 
 

10. Susan Dovhey, Department of Microbiology and Immnunology, USF College of 
Medicine; Dr. Hua Yu, major professor. 

 
11. Nalanjahan Ghosh, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 

Medicine, Dr. Ken Wright, major professor. 
 
12. Ian Zhang, Institute for Biomolecular Studies, USF, Dr. Rich Jove, major professor. 

 
13. Vashti Lacaile, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of 

Medicine, Dr. M. Adrolewicz, major professor. 
 

14. Kevin Abrams, Department of Biology, USF, Dr. Melissa Rogers, major professor. 
 

15. Zhen Shi, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USF College of Medicine, 
Dr. Glorida Ferriera, major professor. 

 
16. Mark Meads, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, USF College of Medicine, 

Dr. Peter Medveczey, major professor.  
 
17. Ildiko Gyogy, Department of Biochemistry, USF COM, Dr. Ken Wright, major professor. 

 
18. Bill Lagor, Department of Biochemistry, USF COM, Dr. Gene Ness, major professor. 

 
19. Carisa Davis, Department of Biochemistry, USF COM, Dr. Andrew Cannons, major 

professor. 
 

20. Wei Fu, Department of Pathology, Dr. Wenlong Bai, major professor 
 

21. Sungman Park, Department of Pathology, Dr. Jin Cheng, major professor. 
 

22. Nadine Bewry, Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology, Dr. Lori 
Hazelhurst, major professor. 

 
23. Tracy Sherwood, Department Molecular Medicine, Dr. Thomas Klein, major professor. 

 
24. Shara Pantry, Department Molecular Medicine, Dr. Peter Medveczky, major professor. 

 
25. David Woods, Department of Molecular Medicine, Dr. Eduardo Sotomayor, major 

professor. 
 

26. Jillian Whelan, Department of Molecular Medicine, Dr. Michael Teng, major professor. 
 
27. Robert Vander Velde, Department of Molecular Medicine (current) 
 
28. Aya Elmarsafawi, Department of Molecular Medicine (current) 
 

 



UNDERGRADUATE and GRADUATE THESIS STUDENTS; other research students 
 

1. Marc Kaprow, 1991. 
 

2. Nirav Shah, 1993. 
 

3. Michael Tschickardt, 1994 . (USF College of Medicine) 
 

4. Brian Schmidt, 1996. (Toledo Medical College) 
 

5. Stacy Carter, 1997. (Toledo Graduate School) 
 

6. Alex Sheppard, 1998. (USF College of Medicine) 
 

7. Kim Edmonson, 1998. (Nova College of Osteopathy) 
 

8. Romeena Tejiram, 2001 (USF College of Public Health) 
 

9. Kristy Kazemfar, 2001 (UF, technician) 
 

10. Elizabeth Le, 2001 (USF College of Medicine; Daytona Halifax Medical Center) 
 

11. Cassandra Wright (inactive) 
 

12. Kimberly Palubin, 2003 (Emory Medical School) 
 

13. Swetha Narsing, 2008, USF bioinformatics master’s program intern 
 
14. Libia Pava, 2012, undergraduate (New York Medical College) 

 
15. Jacob Berger, 2012, undergraduate (dental school) 
 
16. Kevin Cronin, 2012, master’s student (UF College of Medicine) 
 
17. Shea Ford, 2013, master’s student (UF College of Medicine) 
 
18. Mark Frangione, 2013, master’s student  
 
19. Michele Parry, 2014-15, master’s student (FIU College of Medicine) 

 
20. Mohammad Samy, 2014- , undergraduate 

 
21. Shanitra Butler, 2014-15, master’s intern (USF Clinical research coordinator) 
 
22. James A. Mauro, 2012-16, medical student (interviewing for residencies) 

 
23. Francesca Blazekovic, 2013-2015, master’s student (Ross College of Medicine) 

 
24. Marlene Garcia, 2014-15, master’s student (Ross College of Medicine) 

 
25. John Yavorski, Yaping Tu, Jay Patel, Andrea Roca, Blake Callahan, Rebecca Stoll, 



Diana Fisler, Daniel Segarra, Etienne Gozlan, master’s students, 2016-2020. 
 

26. Wie Lue Tong, Anne Mai, Jacob Kinskey, Shayan Falasiri, Dhiraj Sikaria, Saif 
Zaman, Boris Chobrutskiy, Karisa Sereneau, Andrea Diviney, Juan Arturo, Jay Patel, 
Michelle Yeagley, Monica Hsiang, Taha Huda, medical students, 2015-2020. 

 
27. Tasnif Rahman, undergraduate honors student, 2018. 

 
28. Michael Diaz, undergraduate honors student, 2020. 

 
 
HONORS 
 
1. Election to regular membership, American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 

Biology; 1991. 
 
2. Election to regular membership, American Association of Immunologists; 1992. 
 
3. Election to Graduate Student Advisor, Graduate Medical Sciences Program, USF 

College of Medicine, 1993. 
 
4. Election to regular membership, American Association for Cancer Research, 1996. 
 
5.  Inducted into Robert Good Honor Society, Morsani College of Medicine, USF, 2019. 
  


