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University of South Florida College of Public Health, Community Health Sciences 
 

University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL 
 Postdoctoral Research Associate (2013-2014)  

Design, implement statewide and local community-based, mixed methods studies related to Florida Early Steps, 
pre-k and special education services, early intervention outcomes, parents’ developmental monitoring and 
services decision-making for their children, and the comparative effectiveness of early intervention service 
delivery models. Supervisor: Batya Elbaum, PhD, College of Education, Department of Teaching and Learning 

 
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL  
 PhD, Public Health, Community & Family Health. Specialization: Early Childhood/Special Education. (2013)  

Dissertation: “Parent Pathways: Recognition and Responses to Developmental Delays in Young Children” 
Major Professor: Russell S. Kirby, PhD, MS, FACE, Professor and Marrell Endowed Chair, Department of 
Community and Family Health, College of Public Health.  

 
 MPH, Master of Public Health. Minor: Maternal & Child Health. (2008)  

Thesis/Special Project: “Developmental Screening Resource Mapping” 
Major Professors: Peter A. Gorski, MD, MPA, Professor of Public Health, Pediatrics and Psychiatry, University of 
South Florida and Director of the Lawton and Rhea Chiles Center for Healthy Mothers and Babies. Martha L 
Coulter, DrPH Professor and Director, Harrell Center for the Study of Family Violence Department of Community 
and Family Health, College of Public Health. 

 
University of Washington, Seattle, WA 
 BA, Psychology. Minor: Child Development (1995)  

 
CERTIFICATIONS 

Appreciative Inquiry Facilitator Training, Center for Appreciative Inquiry, 2023 
Capra Course on Systems Science, Fritjof Capra Institute, 2023 
Opioids and the Workplace: Prevention and Response. Rutgers Ctr for Public Health Workforce Development, 2022 
Foundations of Participatory Evaluation. Tamarack Institute, 2022 
Center for Innovative Teaching and Learning (CITL), FLC Member ‐ Taking the Stress Out of Teaching Classes with 

International Students, 2022 
NIH Grant Writing Seminar: Write Winning NIH Grant Proposals. Grant Writers’ Seminars & Workshops, LLC., 2022 
Workshop on Flexible Hybrid and F2F Teaching, 2020 
Quality Matters Certification – Applying the QM Rubric, 2018 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ-3), Ages and Stages Social-Emotional Questionnaire (ASQ-SE-2) Healthy 

Families Assessor Certification. Shultz Institute, 2017 
Certified Public Health Credential, National Board of Public Health Examiners, 2015, 2017 
Infant Toddler Developmental Specialist (ITDS), Florida Department of Health, 2005, 2008 
Child Development Screener/Assessor: Brigance, Battelle, Environmental Rating Scales. 2008 
Ages & Stages and ASQ-SE Questionnaire Trainer, Brookes Publishing, 2008 
Family Development Credential Trainer, Cornell University, 2007 
Mid-Manager Credential, Florida Head Start Association, 2005 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

Professor                                 08/07/2025–   
Department of Community and Health Sciences 
Associate Professor                            05/2019–05/2025 
Assistant Professor                                                                                                                             08/2014–07/2019            
Adjunct Professor                                                                                                                                          2013–2014 
Department of Community and Family Health,  
College of Public Health, University of South Florida  
 Interdisciplinary Science and Practice Faculty Strategic Area Lead, College Executive Committee 
 Director, USF Sunshine Education and Research Center, Director of Planning and Evaluation (2018-present), 

Director of Outreach (2019-2023). University of South Florida. The Sunshine ERC is a regional resource for 
industry, labor, government and the public in the areas of occupational health, safety and wellness. Its academic 
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programs include occupational health nursing (MSN, MSN/MPH, DNP), occupational health psychology (PhD), 
and health, safety and environment (online MPH) at USF; occupational safety management  (MSOSM) at ERAU; 
and targeted research training directed at the hospitality industry at UCF.  

 

 Executive Committee & Senior Fellow – Lawton & Rhea Chiles Center for Healthy Women, Children and Families 
 Senior Faculty – Harrell Center for the Study of Family Violence 
 Co-Principal Investigator of PHEARLESS and CADENCE 
 Investigator and faculty lead for Access to Care aim USF Birth Defects Surveillance Program 
 Chair - USF Sustainable Food Research Collaborative 2011-2017 

 
USF Morsani College of Medicine, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology             2022– 
Affiliate Faculty 

 Principal Investigator CADENCE 
 
College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Mental Health Law & Policy              2025– 

 Affiliate Faculty 
 Principal Investigator Project PEACE 

 
Research Associate                                                                                                                                      2009– 2014 
Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of South Florida  
Supervisor: Russell S. Kirby, PhD 
 
Research Associate 
College of Behavioral & Community Sciences, Department of Child & Family Studies.                                            2011 
University of South Florida, Parent Connector Project.  
Supervisors: Krista Kutash, PhD & Al Duchnowski, PhD   
 
Research Assistant 
Field Placement, Community & Sustainability Initiative: Communiplexity Team. University of South Florida, Florida 
Mental Health Institute & The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County Supervisors: Allison Pinto, PhD and Peter 
Gorski, MD. (2007-2011) 
 Engaged in action research to apply complexity theory and methods to community sustainability, with emphasis 

on the early childhood community. 
 Conducted a review of local community analysis reports and data sets. 
 Presented and participated in community meetings, events and councils. 
 2009 Coordination of Community and Complexity Summit/Conference   
 2010 Participated in State of the Child community assessment team 
 2011 Completed GIS mapping project for Hillsborough & Sarasota Counties 

 
Workshop Facilitator                 9/2013-11/2013 
University of South Florida College of Public Health, Center for Leadership in Public Health Practice 
Tobacco Free Florida Coalition project 
 Facilitate workshops with local Tobacco Free coalition members in Tampa and Orlando to build knowledge 

and skills in coalition building and strategic planning.  
 
Grants Consultant to Professional Services Division                       11/2009-12/2011 
Program Director of Family Child Care Projects                                   10/2008-11/2009 
Tampa Metro YMCA 110 East Oak Ave. Tampa FL 33602 
 Obtained $933,880 contract to provide services for Early Head Start Program in Family Child Care Homes 
 Obtained $124,520 contract expanding family child care technical assistance program to low-income applicants. 
 Obtained over $20,000 in grant funding in 2009 to enhance staff and client training opportunities. 
 Monitored outcomes, implement program improvements to ensure grant requirements were met or exceeded. 
 Managed two budgets totaling $368,731 per year. 
 Supervised and mentored program staff, interns, volunteers, and workforce alliance placements to provide 

training and technical assistance to Family Child Care Home providers. 
 Develop community partnership and participation on local councils to ensure coordination of services. 
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General Manager, Family and Disability Services Supervisor                      01/2006-08/2008 
Hillsborough County Head Start/Early Head Start 3639 West Waters Ave Ste 500 Tampa, FL 33614   
 Conducted oversight of enrollment, recruitment, family services, and parent involvement activities in early care 

and education program for low-income children birth-5 years and their families.  
 Hired, trained, and supervised Education Managers, Teachers, Interns, and Social Workers. 
 Monitored recruitment, identification, and services for children with special needs. 
 Participated in strategic planning, outcomes evaluation, community assessment, budgeting. 
 Created interagency agreements, community partnerships, and facilitated Advisory Committee.  
 Ensured compliance with federal grants and National and local standards.  

 
Early Intervention Service Coordinator, Volunteer Supervisor                     08/2002-10/2005 
University of South Florida Division of Child Development 13330 Bruce B Downs Blvd Tampa, FL 33612  
 Provided case management, care coordination, and parent training as part of a multidisciplinary team for children 

Birth to 3 years with developmental, behavioral, and medical issues.  
 Conducted developmental assessment and medical, psychosocial, developmental status. 
 Provided training and orientation for enrolled and new Part C intervention providers and to service coordinators at 

statewide and regional meetings. 
 Participated in community events, developmental screenings and parent support groups 
 Initiated internal changes to increase communication, goal setting and teamwork among staff. 
 Created, developed, and supervised volunteer program for psychology and social work students. 

 
Teaching Supervisor                            08/2000-07/2002 
United Cerebral Palsy of Colorado, Creative Options Early Head Start 2200 South Jasmine Denver, CO 80222  
 Assisted in startup of program serving 48 primarily Spanish speaking families in therapeutic inclusive setting, to 

include: program planning, classroom design and materials, curriculum development, hiring of new staff.  
 Responsible for oversight of USDA food program; developmental observation and assessment, compliance with 

child care licensing and grant requirements.  
 Supervised and trained classroom teachers, parent-child interaction group facilitators, teen parent class 

facilitators, and home visitors.  
 Conducted training: Health & Safety, Guiding Behavior, Attachment and the Primary Teacher Relationship, The 

IFSP Process, Orientation, Developmentally Appropriate and Child-Centered Curriculum, Observation, 
Documentation, Home Visiting and the Ages & Stages Questionnaire. 

 Planned and conducted field trips, home visits, and family socialization events. Created bilingual forms, flyers, 
and newsletters.  

 
Research Assistant 
Jefferson County Court System Denver, CO (2001-2002). PI: Marc Karver, PhD. University of Denver, Department of 
Psychology. 
 Conducted a literature review on the impact of divorce on children and the effectiveness of psycho educational 

and mental health interventions. Established recommendations to refine a program being conducted with divorced 
families by the Jefferson County Court System.  

 Presented preliminary findings at Colorado Judicial Conference, 2001 Breckenridge, CO 
   
Pediatric Mental Health Specialist in Education                          5/1999 -7/2000 
Seattle Children’s Hospital 4800 Sand Point Way NE Seattle, WA 98105    
 Taught children ages 3-17 enrolled in outpatient and inpatient pediatric inpatient psychiatric diagnostic classroom. 
 Provided behavior management, milieu therapy and group therapy, implementation of treatment plans, 

psychobehavioral assessment and scholastic testing.  
 Participated in rounds, discharge planning meetings, and intervention planning 

 
 

HONORS & AWARDS 
 
USF Faculty Outstanding Research Achievement Award (2023) 
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American Public Health Association Maternal and Child Health Effective Practice Award (2023) 
Faculty Research Travel Award, COPH, University of South Florida (2022) 
Tau Chapter of Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health (2020-present)  
Senior Fellow, Faculty Fellow, Lawton & Rhea Chiles Center for Healthy Women, Children and Families (2020) 
Faculty International Travel Grant, Office of Research and Innovation, University of South Florida (2016) 
Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Trainee, University of South Florida (2012-2013)  
Research Travel, COPH Community & Family Health, University of South Florida (2012) 
Student Research Award, COPH Community & Family Health, University of South Florida (2012)  
Student Research Scholarship, College of Public Health, University of South Florida (2012)  
Maternal & Child Health Senior Fellow, American Public Health Association (2012-2013)  
Sam Bell Endowed Scholarship, University of South Florida (2012)  
Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice, (SHARP), University of South Florida (2012)  
Maternal & Child Health Leadership Trainee, University of South Florida (2011-2012)  
Maternal & Child Health Student Fellow, American Public Health Association (2011-2012)  
Student Honorary Award for Research and Practice (SHARP), University of South Florida (2011) 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS 
Currently Funded  

Rebuilding Safely: Protecting Unrecognized Disaster Response and Recovery Workers (2025-
2026). (PI Jennifer Marshall). Total Budget: $36,419. USF COPH Strategic Initiative Funding 
Opportunity.  
 
Florida Overdose Data to Action (OD2A) Evaluation. (2025-2027). (Co-PI, Amanda Elmore). Total 
budget: $321.174. Funder: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Overdose Data to Action 
in States Cooperative Agreement subcontract with Florida Department of Health Division of 
Public Health Statistics and Performance Management.  
 
Safe Baby Program Evaluation, 2025. Total budget: $15,000. Funder: Healthy Start Coalition of 
Hillsborough County. 
 
Parent Education and Capability Enhancement Project (Project PEACE). (Co-PI, Kathleen 
Moore) (4/1/25-3/31/26). Total budget: $140,000. Funder: Florida Institute for Child Welfare. 
 
CADENCE- Continuous and Data-driven Care. Comprehensive Integrated Care Program for 
Families Affected by Opioid Use Disorder (2024-2027) (Co-PI: Tanner Wright). Total budget: 
$1,996,547. RFA-WH-AST-22-003 R61/R33 NIH, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), HEAL 
Initiative Clinical Trial Data2Action Innovation Projects #4R33DA057667-02.  
 
Florida Leadership Institute for Families Touched by Substance Use (Florida LIFTS). (2024-
2025). (Co-PI, Amanda Elmore). Total Budget: $14,098. Funder: USF College of Public Health 
Internal Capacity Building Award. 
 
The Effect of Instant Drink-Cucurbitaceae Composite Fruit Juice on the Vitality of Female 
Workers of Productive Age. (2024-2025). (PI: Hanifa Maher Denny, Diponegoro University, 
Indonesia). Role: Investigator: in-kind. 
 
Sunshine Education & Research Center: (2024-2029). (PI) Total budget: $8,144,245 (Year 1 
$1,749,202). Funder: CDC National Institutes for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
Occupational Safety and Health Education and Research Centers (T42). Role: Center Director  
 
Comprehensive Surveillance of Exposures and Outcomes in Pregnant People, Infants, and 
Children. (PI: Jason Salemi). Total budget: $400,000. CDC-RFA-DD-23-0003. Role: Investigator 
(Year 2-) 
 
Florida Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program Support (2023-
2025). (PI).Total budget: $21,275. Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration, 
Florida Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract.  

Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator  

 
 

Co-Principal  
Investigator 

 
Co-Principal  
Investigator 

 
 
 

Co-Principal  
Investigator 

 
 

Investigator  
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator, 

Director 
 

Investigator 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 
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Florida Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) Initiative Evaluation (2021-2026). (PI). 
Total budget $159,000. Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration, Florida 
Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract.            
 
The Florida Birth Defects Registry: Enhancing Birth Defects Surveillance, Education, and 
Prevention Programs by Integrating Surveillance Data with Public Health Programs. (2021-2025). 
Total budget $1,050,000. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (PI: Melissa Jordan, FDOH, 
Cooperative agreement Jason Salemi and Russel Kirby). Role: Prevention Lead. 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Investigator 

 
Under review 
 
NAS/NOWS Training for Child Welfare Professionals. (1/1/26-6/30/26). Total budget: $140,000. 
Florida Institute for Child Welfare GROW (Greater Resilience of the Workforce) Center. 
 
Sunshine Education & Research Center: Resubmission of Social Marketing Certificate and 
Occupational Safety Management Training Programs (2026-2029). (PI) Total budget: $ 
1,126,291. Funder: CDC National Institutes for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
Occupational Safety and Health Education and Research Centers (T42). RFA-OH-25-002 Role: 
Center Director  
 
Completed, funded 
 
Fatal Overdose Fatality Reviews Social Network Analysis Rapid DIMS Subcontract. (Co-PI: 
Kimberly Fryer, Tanner Wright). (2023-2024). Total budget: $23,357. NIH NIDA Subcontract to 
Indiana University FORTRESS Rapid DIMS Award (Rapid Data Infrastructure Modernization 
Projects, Indiana University) 
 
Testing a Case-finding Methodology to Create a Real-time Data Dashboard of Patients with 
Opioid Use Disorder. (2023-2024). (Co-PI: Kimberly Fryer 2023, Tanner Wright 2024).Total 
budget: $48,000. NIH NIDA Subcontract. Data infrastructure modernization support (Rapid 
DIMS). (Rapid Data Infrastructure Modernization Projects, Wake Forest University) 
 
Enhancing PHEARLESS to develop the community collective leadership needed for the 
intentional emergent design of equitable health-promoting systems. (5/1/23-4/30/2024). (Co-PIs: 
Marissa Levine, Triparna DeVreede MUMA College of Business). Total budget: $206,667. Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation.  
 
CADENCE- Continuous and Data-driven Care. Comprehensive Integrated Care Program for 
Families Affected by Opioid Use Disorder (2022-2024). (Co-PI: Kimberly Fryer). Total budget: 
$678,481. RFA-WH-AST-22-003 R61 NIH, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), HEAL 
Initiative Clinical Trial Data2Action Innovation Projects #4R33DA057667.  
 
Sunshine Education & Research Center: (2019-2024). (PI: Thomas Bernard 2019-2023, Marshall 
2023-2024) Total budget: $8,144,245 Funder: CDC National Institutes for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) Occupational Safety and Health Education and Research Centers (T42). 
Role: Director (2023), Director of Planning & Evaluation, Outreach (2019-2024) 
 
Public Health Regenerative Leadership Symmathesy (PHEARLESS)Training Program. (Co-PI: 
Marissa Levine, Triparna De Vreede). (2022-2024). Total budget: $2,660,000, Kresge Foundation 
National Program Office for the Re-designed Emerging Leaders in Public Health Initiative. 
 
PDG Family Needs Assessment. (2022-2023). (PI). Total budget: $303, 089. Funder: Florida 
Division of Early Learning, Preschool Development Grant.  
 
A Needs Assessment of Workplace Policy and Practice: Intentions, Barriers, and Supports for 
Women at All Stages of Childbearing in High Demand Professions. (2021-2022). (PI: Christine 

 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Principal 

Investigator, 
Center Director 

 
 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Investigator, 
Director 

 2023-2024 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Investigator  
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Investigator 
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McGuire Wolfe & Amber Mehmood). Total budget: $14,256. Funder: Sunshine ERC Pilot Project 
Research Training Grant, NIOSH. 
 
Intentions, Barriers, and Supports for Women at All Stages of Childbearing in High-Demand 
Professions. (2021-2022, PI: Christine McGuire Wolfe & Amber Mehmood). Total budget: 
$10,000. Funder: Women’s Health Collaborative Seed Grant, USF. 
 
PDG Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Sub-Grant Implementation Study. (2021-2023). 
(Co-PI: Allison Pinto). Total budget: $350,000. Funder: Florida Office of Early Learning, 
Preschool Development Grant.  
 
Florida Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Evaluation (2014-2021). 
(PI).Total Budget (ytd): $1,604,031. Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration, 
Florida Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract.  
 
Respiratory mask use and perceptions in the pregnant healthcare workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. (2020-2021), Funded in-kind. (Co-PIs Arlin Delgado, Sarah Obican, USF College of 
Medicine). 
 
Florida Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) Impact Project Evaluation (8/1/16- 
7/31/21). (PI). Total budget: $350,000. Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration, 
Florida Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract             
 
Kids Thrive! Charlotte County Parent Navigator Project, Phase 2. (2021). (PI). Total budget: 
$8,000. Funder: Drug Free Charlotte. 
 
Assessment of Prenatal Health Care and Opioid Dependency Services Access in Florida – A 
Secret Shopper Study. (2021-2022) Total budget: $75,000. Funder: Florida Department of 
Health, Division of Community Health Promotion #B8B564. (Co-PI: Dr. Kimberly Fryer, Morsani 
College of Medicine, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology). 
 
2020-2021 Early Childhood Court Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Therapeutic Modalities. 
(2020-2021). (PI).Total budget: $65,000. Funder: Zero to Three, Subcontract with Florida Institute 
for Child Welfare. 
 
Analysis of employment impacts and sector shifts in the Florida panhandle post-Hurricane 
Michael. (2021). Total budget: $4,300. Pilot Project Research Training Grant, Sunshine 
Education and Research Center. PI: Blake Scott, Doctoral Student) 
 
Burnout and Psychological Adjustment: A Mixed-Method Analysis on the Hurricane Shelter 
Workforce. (2021). Total budget:  $5,180. Funder: Pilot Project Research Training Grant, 
Sunshine Education and Research Center. PI: Katrina Conen, Doctoral Student, CO-I: Kelsey 
Merlo, USF Psychology Department) 
 
An Ecological Approach to Understanding Obesity Risk Among Children with ASD. (2020-2021). 
Total budget: $99,590. Funder: HRSA MCHB R41, PI Abraham Salinas, Acadia Weber.  
 
Planning for Hurricane Shelter Operations during a Pandemic. (2020-2021).Total budget: 
$25,000. Funder: University of South Florida COVID-19 Rapid Response Research Grant-PIs – 
Elizabeth Dunn, Kelsey Merlo, Blake Scott. https://pandemic-response-
research.net/resources/funded-projects/  
 
Florida Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Support Infrastructure Study. (2020-2021). Total 
budget: $100,000. Funder: Florida Office of Early Learning, Preschool Development Grant.  
 

 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Investigator,  
Faculty Mentor 

 
 

Investigator, 
Faculty Mentor 

 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator  

 
Principal 

Investigator 
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Safe Baby Infant Mortality Prevention Program Evaluation. (2019-2021). Data analysis, 
Evaluation, Dissemination. Total budget: $20,000. Funder: Hillsborough County Healthy Start 
Coalition and Children’s Board of Hillsborough County.  
 
Enhanced Birth Defects Surveillance Methods for Florida Birth Defects Registry (2008-2021) 
Total budget: $249,000/year. (Funder: CDC, Florida Department of Health FBDR). Develop and 
evaluate methods for efficiency and effectiveness of the Florida Birth Defects Registry. (PI: 
Russell Kirby). Principal Investigator for Aim 3 studies: Use of Surveillance Data for Improving 
Access to Health Services and Early Intervention.     
 
Florida Statewide MIECHV Needs Assessment. (2019-2020). Total budget: $150,000. Funder: 
Health Resources and Services Administration, Florida Association for Healthy Start Coalitions 
Subcontract.  
 
Measure of the systems-level barriers and facilitators of access to prenatal care (2018-2020). 
Total budget: $46,800. Funder: University of South Florida Interdisciplinary Seed Grant Program. 
(Co-PI: Dr. Kimberly Fryer, Morsani College of Medicine, Obstetrics and Gynecology). 
 
Inner Explorer: Evaluation of program-wide mindfulness practice in Head Start. (2018-2020). 
Total budget: $13,000. Funder: Foundation for a Healthy St. Pete. (Co-PI: Dr. Lisa Lopez) 
 

 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

     Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 

Kids Thrive Charlotte County Parent Navigator Project. (2019-2020). Total budget: $7,800. 
Funder: Drug Free Charlotte.  
 
CONVERGE COVID-19 Hurricane Preparedness Working Group: Planning for Evacuation and 
Sheltering of Vulnerable and Medically Fragile Populations during a Compound Hurricane-
Pandemic Threat. Total budget: $10,000. (2020). Funder: COVID-19 Working Group for Public 
Health and Social Sciences Research. Supported by the National Science Foundation-funded 
Social Science Extreme Events Research (SSEER) network and the CONVERGE facility at the 
Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado Boulder. (Co-PI: Elizabeth Dunn).  
 
Florida PRAMS Participant Response Study. (7/1/19-6/30/20). Total budget: $17,500. Funder: 
Florida Department of Health. 
 
Hurricane-related Protection of Moms and Babies from Emerging Threats- Access to Care 
System Evaluation. (7/15/19-5/31/20). Total budget: $75,000. Funder: Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention (CDC), National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 
(NCBDDD), Florida Birth Defects Registry subcontract. 
 
Surveillance, Intervention, and Referral to Services Activities for Infants with Microcephaly or 
Other Adverse Outcomes Linked with the Zika Virus. (Funder: CDC National Center on Birth 
Defects and Developmental Disabilities, Florida Department of Health FBDR). (2016-2020) Total 
budget: $274,921/year. (PI: Russell Kirby) Principal Investigator: Aim 3 Access to Services. 
 
Evaluation of Florida’s Early Childhood Court Programs. (2018-2019). Total budget: $48,299 
Funder: Florida Office of Court Improvement, Florida Institute for Child Welfare.  
 
Florida Healthy Start Coalitions Coordinated Intake & Referral Evaluation. (2018-2019). Total 
budget: $100,000 Funder: Florida Department of Health. 
 
Campus Food Waste Recovery Project. (2018-2019). Total budget: $25,000. Funder: University 
of South Florida Green Energy Fund. (PI Whitney Fung). 
 
Florida MIECHV Safe Sleep Intervention Study: Baby’s Best Sleep Evaluation (2017-2019). 
Total budget: $35,000. Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration, Florida 
Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract                                      
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Principal 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 Principal 

Investigator  
 

Investigator 
(Faculty advisor) 
 

Principal 
Investigator  
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Development and Pilot Testing of a Child Health and Safety Training Module for Parents with 
Mild to Moderate Intellectual Disabilities. (2017-2018). Total budget: $10,000. Funder: USF 
Research & Innovation Scholarship Grant (PI: Vatland) 
 
Training Resources for Accessible Communities. (2018-2019). USF Department of Behavioral 
and Community Sciences. (PI: Dr. Chris Vatland) 
 
Video Training to Enhance the Implementation of Evidence Based Strategies among  
Mothers and their Toddlers within the Early Steps Program. (2017-2018). Total budget: $15,000. 
Funder: USF Women’s Health Collaborative (PI: 2015-2016, Co-I: Agazzi, Kirby) 
 
Perspectives on Side-effects of Hormonal Contraceptives (5/1/17-10/31/18). Total budget: 
$100,000. Funder: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Grand Challenges Explorations, 
OPP1172033 
 
Hillsborough County Infant Mental Health Uniting Grant Evaluation (2014-2018). Total budget: 
$37,500. Funder: Early Childhood Council of Hillsborough County  
 
Citrus County Baby Box Evaluation. (2018). Total budget: $10,000 Funder: Citrus County 
Department of Health. 
 
Florida Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Competitive Grant 
Evaluation (2015-2018). Total budget: $585,043 Funder: Health Resources and Services 
Administration, Florida Association for Healthy Start Coalitions Subcontract.                                  

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator  

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
Principal 

Investigator 
 

 
Florida Safe Sleep Evaluation (2015-2016). Total budget: $58,000. Funder: Florida Department 
of Health. Examine trends and disparities in sleep-related SUIDs by county. Review and 
inventory best practices for safe sleep interventions. Develop recommendations. 

 
Principal 

Investigator  

Hernando County Infant Mortality Review Consultation (4/1/16-6/30/16). Total budget: $4,800 
Funder: Hernando County Department of Health Consultation for interpretation of infant mortality 
trends and disparities. Design and facilitate community stakeholder presentation to communicate 
results and workshop to develop recommendations. (Co-PI: Rema Ramakrishnan) 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

 
Evaluation of Safe Baby (2016). Total budget: $12,000. Developed Safe Baby participant survey 
and initial evaluation plan. Funder: Hillsborough County Healthy Start Coalition. 
 
Doctoral Student Feedback Consultation (2016, 2017, 2018). Funder: University of Miami 
Department of Teaching & Learning. Conduct focus groups with doctoral students to obtain 
feedback on the program – advising, coursework, internships. Develop report for department 
chair and faculty. 
 

 
Principal 

Investigator 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 

Enhanced Birth Defects Surveillance Methods for Florida Birth Defects Registry (02/01/10-
1/31/16) Total budget: $249,000/year. Funder: CDC, Florida Department of Health FBDR. 
Develop and evaluate methods for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of the Florida Birth 
Defects Registry. Principal Investigator for Aim 3 studies: Use of Surveillance Data for Improving 
Access to Health Services and Early Intervention (PI: Russell Kirby) 
 

Investigator 
 

Tampa Metropolitan YMCA: Early Head Start in Family Child Care (2009-2011).                                  
Total budget: $933,880. Funder: Hillsborough County Head Start, Federal Head Start/Early Head 
Start Expansion Grant. Developed, negotiated, and obtained contract to provide delegate 
services for Early Head Start Program in contracted Family Child Care Homes 
 

Co-Author 
 
 

Tampa Metropolitan YMCA Family Child Care Technical Assistance Expansion (2009)  
Total budget: $124,520. Funder: Hillsborough County Health & Human Services, Federal CDBG 
ARRA Funds. Developed proposal and contract to expand family child care licensing technical 
Assistance program to low-income applicants. 

Co-Author 
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Tampa Metropolitan YMCA Family Child Care PLUS Training Award (2009)  
Total budget: $20,175. Funder: Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County 
Developed proposal for receipt, development, and implementation of training and professional 
development for program staff and clients (family child care providers). 
 
Introducing Florida’s New Service Delivery Model, Information From the 0-3 National Training 
institute, and Practical Strategies for the Creation of Family-Centered Plans of Care.” (2003). 
Total budget: $8,605. Funder: Children’s Board of Hillsborough County 
 

Primary Author 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Author 

 
Submitted, not funded 
 
Developing and Validating a Novel Measure of Maternal Engagement in Research. (2025-
2026).(PI Amanda Elmore). PCORI Measuring Engagement (Category 1): Less than or equal to 
$1M in Direct Costs– letter of intent submitted 
 
Opioid Treatment Settlement Funds HOPE and ACT. (5/1/25-4/30/27). (PI: Sarah Burbank, USF 
MCOM Department of Internal Medicine). Total budget: $2,132,038. Funder: Hillsborough 
County, FL. RFA #HCS-1-25. 
 
EVOLVE: Embracing Visionary Opportunities for Leadership Vital to Ecosystems. (2024-2025). 
(Co-PI, Marissa Levine, Tony Masys, Triparna De Vreede). Total budget: $489,574. Funder: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Strengthening Public Health Systems and Services 
through National Partnerships to Improve and Protect the Nation's Health. Category A: Local 
Health Departments. CDC-RFA-PW-24-0080 
 
Florida Leadership Institute for Families Touched by Substance Use (Florida LIFTS). (2023). (Co-
PI Amanda Elmore). Total Budget $47,992. Funder: USF COPH Internal Award Program. 
Develop a statewide, community based participatory research (CBPR) initiative for families 
affected by substance use during pregnancy and postpartum in Florida.  
 
TextBP: Application of a Multi-Lingual Text-Based Blood Pressure Monitoring Program for 
Pregnancies. (2022, not funded ). (Co-PIs: Kimberly Fryer and Daniela Coursillate). Total 
budget: $2,873,425 (5-years). PCORI Broad Pragmatic Study, Cycle 2, 2022. 
 
Trauma Informed Approach to Understanding Obesity among Children with Special Health Care 
Needs (2022, not funded). (Abraham Salinas (PI), Russell Kirby (Co-PI). Total Budget 
$100,000., Funder: HRSA.  
 
Evaluation of a Telehealth-Enhanced Prenatal Care Model for Low Income Women during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. (2021, PI Kimberly Fryer, Morsani College of Medicine, Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology). Funder: Foundation for Women's Wellness. 
 
eVISIT Study: An Evaluation of Virtual Prenatal Care to In-Person Prenatal Care (submitted 
2021, not funded) (PI: Kimberly Fryer, Morsani College of Medicine, Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology). Total budget $1,368,592 Funder: NIH Stephen I. Katz Early Stage 
Investigator R01 
 
SEEDFOLKids After-School Garden Experience. (2021-2023, not funded). Subcontract budget: 
$20,000. Total budget: $225,000 (PI Project Link, Diana Kyle, Monica Petrella). Funder: USDA 
Food and Agriculture Service Learning Program. 
 
Reducing Disparities in Health Equity through Climate Science and Disaster Literacy. (2021, not 
funded) (Co-PI: Chris Simoniello, Gulf of Mexico Coastal Ocean Observing System Regional 

 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

 Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
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Association). USF subcontract $125,000. Total budget: $250,000. Funder: Fund for Health 
Equity/Direct Relief 
 
Optimizing prenatal care for low-income women of color. Total budget: $100,000 (2021, PI: 
Kimberly Fryer, Morsani College of Medicine, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology). 
Funder: NIH R03: PAR-19-276: Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health. Invited 
to resubmit. 
 
Supporting Providers and Families to Access Telehealth and Distant Care Services for Maternal 
Health Services. (2020, not funded) Total budget: $100,000 (PI: Kimberly Fryer). Funder: Health 
Resources & Services Administration (HRSA): Maternal Health Learning and Innovation Center 
 
Community Resilience and Flourishing after a Disaster. (2020-2021, not funded). (PI: Kelsey 
Merlo, USF Psychology Department). Funder: Templeton World Charity Foundation Grand 
Challenges for Human Flourishing. 
 
Disaster events and psychological health: Compounding threats during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and 2020 hurricane season. (2020, not funded) Funder: National Science Foundation-funded 
Social Science Extreme Events Research (SSEER) network and the CONVERGE facility at the 
Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado Boulder. (PI: Kelsey Merlo, USF 
Psychology Department) 
 

 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 
 

Utility and Social Benefits of Transparent Masks for Pediatric Care Providers. (2020, not 
funded). Total budget: $22,191. PI: Emily Shaffer-Hudkins, Morsani College of Medicine, 
Pediatrics, Co-I: Rogers, Communication Sciences and Disorders. Funder: University of South 
Florida COVID-19 Rapid Response Research Grant. 
 
Mic-Mask – a new mask for better speech understanding, a pilot study. (2020) Total budget: 
$50,000. (submitted 2020, not funded). PI: Rogers, PhD, USF-Tampa, Dept. of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders. Co-Is: Conover, (CSD). Shaffer-Hudkins (Morsani College of 
Medicine). Dowdy, MD (community partner). Funder: University of South Florida COVID-19 
Rapid Response Research Grant. 
 
Implementation and Evaluation of Obstetric Virtual Visit Protocol. (submitted 2020, not funded). 
Total budget: $54,058. Funder: Emergent Ventures, Mercatus Center, George Mason 
University, Fast-Grants Program: Fast funding for COVID-19  Science. (Co-PI, Kimberly Fryer) 
 
Implementation of Virtual Prenatal Care in the Era of COVID-19. (submitted 2020, not funded). 
Total budget: $25,000. Funder: University of South Florida COVID-19 Rapid Response 
Research Grant. (Co-PI, Kimberly Fryer) 
 
Understanding the Impact of Policies Enacted to Mitigate the COVID-19 Pandemic on Pregnant 
Women in Florida. (submitted 2020, not funded). Total budget: $24,831. Funder: University of 
South Florida COVID-19 Rapid Response Research Grant. (Co-PI – Dina Martinez-Tyson, 
Chinyere Reid) 
 
Gulf of Mexico Resilience Education Academy (Gulf-REAdy (submitted 2019, not funded). 
Funder: NOAA OED Fiscal Year 2020 ELP grants funding opportunity NOAA-SEC-OED-2020-
2006190. (PI Chris Simoniello, Texas A&M University).  
 
Network of Navigators: A Systems Approach to Reducing Fatal Overdoses in Pasco County, FL 
(submitted 2019, not funded). (PI: Charles Anderson, United Way of Pasco County)  RWJF 
Systems for Action: Systems and Services Research to Build a Culture of Health 2019 (ID 
89200)  
 
Protecting the Most Vulnerable in the Face of Disaster: Investigating Evacuation Dynamics & Its 
Implications for Planning & Public Health. (submitted 2019-2020, not funded). Total budget: 

Co-Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Investigator  
 
 
 
 
 

Investigator  
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
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$119,475 Funder: US Department of Transportation Center for Transportation Equity, Decisions 
and Dollars. PI Drs. Nikhil Menon and Robert Bertini, USF Center for Urban Transportation 
Research. 
 
Early Childhood Connections; Liberty City. (submitted  2019, not funded). Total budget: $42,000. 
Funder: Batchelor Foundation. PI Tamara Price, Help Me Grow Florida. 
 
Perspectives on Side-effects of Hormonal Contraceptives, Phase II. (submitted  2019, 
withdrawn) Total budget: $984,219. Funder: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Grand Challenges 
Explorations, OPP1172033 PI Takudzwa Sayi 
 
Sarasota Patient Navigator Pilot Evaluation. (submitted  2019, not funded). Total budget: 
$220,000. Funder: Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation. PI Svetlana Yampolskaya, USF 
Department of Child & Family Studies. 
 
Connections 4 Success. (submitted 2018, not funded, priority score 93/100). Department of 
Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Infant 
and Early Childhood Mental Health Grant Program SM-18-018. PI Pam Jeffre, Success 4 Kids 
and Families. 
 
Using Population-Based Sibling Registries to Develop Contemporary Resources for Birth Defect 
Recurrence Prevention. (submitted 2018, not funded). Funder: National Institutes of Health. R01 
PI Aaron Agopian, Baylor College of Medicine. 
 
Effects of Mindfulness Meditation on Mothers’ Positive Parenting Behaviors and Anxiety in 
Parent-Child Interaction Therapy. (submitted 2018, not funded). Total budget: $12,777. Funder: 
University of South Florida Women’s Health Collaborative. PI Heather Agazzi. 

 
Demystifying and transforming Florida’s complex and fragmented system of children’s health 
care coverage: Improving efficiency, quality, continuity, and access to care. (submitted 2018-
2020, not funded).Total budget: $300,000 Funder: Florida Blue Foundation - 2018 Advance 
Innovation and Promote Solutions in the Health Care System 
 
Culture and Tradition: Parents Beliefs, Knowledge, and Adherence to Recommended Infant 
Safe Sleep Practices. (submitted 2017-2019, not funded).Total budget: $150,000  Funder: 
American SIDS Institute 
 
Families Matter: using data analysis and reflective practice to understand and respond to 
patterns in home visiting engagement & retention. (submitted 2015-2017, not funded). Total 
budget: $53,969 Funder: Georgia State University 
 
Positive Development Plus: Software Applications for Universal Access to Developmental and 
Behavioral Supports for Parents of Young Children. (2015-2018, not funded). Total budget: 
$1,061,479 Funder: NIH/NICHD R41 
 
Pilot intervention to increase timeliness of birth dose vaccines in Nigeria. (submitted 2017, not 
funded). Total budget: $99,958. Funder: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. PI: Oluyemisi Falope 
 
Positive Development, a Healthy Steps model for pediatric primary care: outcomes and 
sustainability. (submitted 2015, Not funded, eligible to resubmit).Total budget: $900,000 Funder: 
HRSA, Maternal & Child Health Research Program R40 
 
The comparative effectiveness of provider-directed and parent-coaching intervention: Co-
approaches for children ages 0-3 with mild to moderate developmental delays. (submitted 2014, 
Not funded; eligible to resubmit). Total budget: $1,500,000 Funder: Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute 

 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 

Co-Investigator 
(PI changed 
institutions) 

 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Investigator 
 
 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Co-Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

Investigator 
(Faculty 
advisor) 

 
Co-Principal 
Investigator  

 
 

Principal 
Investigator 
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TEACHING  
 
University of South Florida, College of Public Health, Department of Community & Family Health 
Associate Professor (2019-Present) with Tenure (2024) 
Assistant Professor (2014-2018) 
Instructor (2010-2013)  
 
Training/Certification 

Virtual Appreciative Inquiry Facilitator Training, Center for Appreciative Inquiry (2023) 
Early Adopters of Project WAKE UP – Problem-based Case-based Learning Collaborative (2023) 
Center for Innovative Teaching and Learning (CITL), FLC Member ‐ Taking the Stress Out of Teaching Classes with 
International Students, 2022 
Workshop on Flexible Hybrid and F2F Teaching, 2020 
Quality Matters Certification – Applying the QM Rubric, 2018University of South Florida TES2012.001F12 Teaching 
Essentials (2019) 
Quality Matters: Applying the QM Rubric (APPQMR) (2018) https://www.qualitymatters.org/ 

 
Supervisor of Instructors/Teaching Assistants: HSC4579 Foundations of Maternal and Child Health, Online Courses 

(Fall/Spring/Summer semesters 2015-2019) 
 
Teaching/Lectures 
Instructor of Record: PHC6550 Child Health & Development (Fall 2021, Summer 2022, Summer 2024); PHC6708 

Evaluation and Research Methods (Spring 2019, 2020, 2022, 2024, 2025); PHC6937 Community Applications of 
Public Health Science (Spring 2019, 2021, 2022, 2024); PHC7583 Community Health Promotion (Spring 2018, 
Spring 2021); PHC6120 Community Partnerships and Advocacy (Fall 2014, Summer 2016, 2017, 2018); PHC 
6505 Program Planning Methods in Community Health (Fall 2014); PHC6410 Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Applied to Health (Summer 2014, Spring 2015, 2016, 2017); HSC4579 Foundations of Maternal and Child Health 
(Summer, Fall 2010, Spring 2011).  

 
Teaching Assistant: PHC6537 Case Studies in Maternal and Child Health II (2013); PHC6197 Secondary Data 

Analysis for Maternal and Child Health (2013). 
 
Guest Lectures: Maternal and Child Health Student Organization Faculty Panel (Fall 2024). Evaluation Showcase: 

Early Childhood Court. PHC6708 Evaluation and Research Methods (Spring 2023). Community Level Theories, 
Community Theories, Models and Principles. PHC6500: Theoretical and Behavioral Basis of Health Education 
(Spring 2017, 2021). Cultural Competency & Family Centered Care; Child Development & Home Visiting, 
PHC6530 Maternal and Child Health I (Fall/Spring Semesters 2014-2021); Theoretical Frameworks in Child 
Health Research, PHC6197 Secondary Data Analysis for Maternal and Child Health (2012, 2014, 2020, 2021); 
Community-based Research in Maternal & Child Health, Maternal Child Health Pipeline Scholars Seminar (2017, 
2018); Interventions and Practice in Addressing Family Violence PHC6413 Family & Community Violence in 
Public Health (2017, 2018); Community-Engaged Program Evaluation: Strategies, Methods, & Lessons Learned, 
PHC7584 Research Methods in Community Health Promotion (2015, 2018); Developmental Screening & 
Surveillance, PHC6934 Child  Health & Development (2013); School Readiness,  PHC6530 Maternal and Child 
Health I (2013); Community-Based Research, PHC6530 Maternal and Child Health I (2012).  

 
APHA MCH Section. Presentation to Maternal and Child Health Student Fellows. A Public Health Journey: From 
Babies to Broad Systems. (2024).  
 
New Faculty Lunch & Learn. USF College of Public Health Community Research and Practice. (April, 2023).  
 
Systems Sciences Education for Public Health Students: A workshop for faculty. Child, Family, & Community Systems 
Research. (2022). 
 
New Faculty Lunch & Learn (USF Health Faculty Development REACH Seminar (October, 2020). Building, 
developing, and supporting your Student Research Team Available at 
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/3e8ce1dd-ae55-451d-9c48-a0f5cb47b6d3 
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University of South Florida, Department of Psychiatry. 
Guest Lecture: School Readiness: A Public Health Perspective. (2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) 

 
University of South Florida School of Aging Studies 
Guest Lecture: Community-Engaged Program Evaluation: Strategies, Methods, & Lessons Learned GEY 4475 

Program Evaluation Course (2017)  
University of South Florida Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
Guest Lecture: Community-based Research in Early Childhood Systems of Care. Research in Community Settings 

Course (2016, 2017) 
 
University of South Florida, Honors College. 

Guest Lecture: Food Systems: Public Health Issues & Perspectives IDH3350 The Global Challenge of Sustainable 
Urban Development, USF Honors College (2015, 2017). 

 
MENTORSHIP & ADVISING 

Current Student and Faculty Mentees 
Cathia Jean, DrPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2025-  ) 
Kimberly Kossler, DrPH student (Faculty Mentor, 2025- ) 
Ghanelle Tiresias, MPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2024-) 
Beverly Hunney, MPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2024- ) 
Hayzley Irwin, MPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2024- ) 
Veronica Barlatier, MPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2024- ) 
Marissa Mowat, DrPH Student, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health. (Major Professor, 2022- ) 
Kayla Nembhard, PhD Student, Public Health, Community Family Health. (Major Professor, 2022- ) 
Ryan Mims, DrPH Student, Public Health, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health (Major Professor, 2020- ) 
Elizabeth Dunn, MPH, DrPH Student, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health. (Co-Major Professor, 2020- ) 
Amandeep Ratta, PhD Student, Public Health, Community Family Health. (Major Professor, 2023-) 
Melissa Newsome, PhD Student, Public Health, Community Family Health. (Major Professor, 2023- ) 
Bi Zhao, PhD, MS. Assistant Professor and Director of the Computational Core, USF College of Public Health. 

(Faculty Mentor, 2023-) 
Completed 
Maria Alamo-Worley, MPH Student (Faculty Mentor, 2024-2025). 
Alimot Afolabi, MPH, CPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2023-2025). 
Rukayyah Karaye, MPH, CPH, MBBS. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2023-2025). Currently an instructor at a private 

nursing school. 
Itze Cabral, MPH, CPH (Faculty Mentor, 2023-2025). Currently a Government Operations Consultant I Fellow at 

Pasco County Department of Health. 
Katherine Suba, MPH, CPH. (Faculty Mentor, 2023-2025). An Evaluation of Community Partnership Schools’ Impact 

and Effectiveness on Children’s Well-Being and Academic Success in Florida. 
Nakisha Nicaisse, MPH, CPH. (Faculty Mentor, 2023-2024). TeleStart Program Evaluation and Management Plan. 

Currently Manager of Programs & Quality Improvement at Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough County. 
Rafaella Stein-Elger, PhD, Community and Family Health (Major Professor, 2021-2025), The Autism Journey: 

Understanding Caregivers’ Experiences Navigating Systems of Care for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
in Florida,  MPH, CPH, Maternal & Child Health. (MPH Academic Mentor, 2019-2021). Currently a Program 
Analyst at the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. 

Mirine Richey, DrPH. Student (Major Professor, 2023-2025). Content Validation of a Tool for Prenatal Evaluation and 
Referral for Lactation (PEARL) 

Kristin Sznajder, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor of Public Health Sciences, Associate Director of International 
Initiatives, Penn State College of Medicine (APHA Professional Development Mentor, 2022-2023) 

Amy Gatto, MPH, PhD Student, Public Health. (Dissertation Committee Member, 2018-2023). Currently a Principal 
Advisor, Impact Measurement at Frontier Design. 

Mehrnoush Bonakdar Tehrani. Mehrnoush, PhD Student, Western Sydney University School of Nursing and 
Midwifery.Thesis: Co-design of a Model of Child and Family Health Nursing Support for Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse Families. (PhD Thesis Examiner, 2023) 

Jessica Gillette, MPH Student, Maternal Child Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2023). Policy Analysis of 
Postpartum Depression Screening. Currently a Public Health Analyst at Harris County Public Health Department. 
Houston, TX 
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Bria Larson, MPH Student, UC Berkeley. (APHA Professional Development Mentor, 2022-2023) 
Stefani Nixon, DrPH, MPH, CPH, MCHES. Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health (Committee Member, 

2023-2025). Evaluating an Online Tuberculosis Continuing Medical Education Program for TB Providers. 
Currently a Public Health Educator at the University of Florida 

Neha Dantuluri, BS (Research Mentor, 2022-2024). Currently MMS Bioinformatics student at Harvard Medical School. 
Patty Lewandowski, DrPH, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health. (Major Professor, 2020-2023). Self-

efficacy and Experiences in the Identification and Recommendation of Referral for Signs of Autism Spectrum 
Disorder by Early Childhood Educators. 

Lauren Hintenlang, PhD,  UF Department of Environmental and Global Health, College of Public Health and Health 
Professions. Thesis: Oyster Habitat and Management Needs Assessment. (Thesis Mentor, 2023) 

Chinwendu Ilonzo, MPH, Epidemiology & Maternal Child Health, AEA Graduate Education Diversity (GEDI) Program, 
American Evaluation Association (Internship Advisor, 2022-2023). Currently a Health Care Analyst at NCQA 

Lina Saintus, DrPH, MPH, PMP. DrPH, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health. (Major Professor, 2019-
2023). Currently Project Team Lead in the Practice Support Unit at the Public Health Informatics Institute. 

Jessica Gillette, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022).Currently a Public Health 
Analyst, Evaluation and Performance, Harris county Health Department. 

Mariam Badru, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Research Mentor) Currently a PhD Student (Public Health, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences), College of Public Health and Health Professions, University of Florida 

Rhosemalindha Louis, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Research Mentor, 2021-2022, Integrated Learning Experience, 
2022). Patient Journey Map: A Tool to Facilitate Access to Healthcare for Patients with Substance Use 
Disorders. Currently Program Coordinator, Precision Vaccines Program, Pediatrics at Boston Children’s Hospital. 

Karah Waters, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Evaluation of Postpartum 
Doulas, referred by Lactation Consultants, from the ABC Program at Champions for Children. Currently a 
Registered Nurse Consultant. 

Megan Roorda, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Florida Family Needs 
Assessment: Asthma in Florida and Access to Care. Currently an Epidemiologist for Island County, WA 
Department of Health. 

Blake Scott, MPH, PhD, Public Health, Epidemiology. (Co-Major Professor, 2019-2023). Currently Florida Department 
of Health Disaster Epidemiologist, (2024-2025), Director of Florida Overdose to Action (OD2A) (2025).. 

Cathleen Cunningham, MPH, Global Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Engagement of Culture and 
Community to Create Lifestyle Change: Literature Review and Examination of the Pasifika Preventing Diabetes 
Program. 

Saloni Mehra, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor,  2018-2022). Currently a medical student at NOVA Southeastern 
University. 

Krista DiToro, MPH, Global Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Improving Special Needs Shelter 
Conditions in Pasco County. Currently Training & Exercise Coordinator for Pasco County Emergency 
management. 

Patricia Useche Santana, MPH, Global Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Facilitating the Integration of 
Venezuelan Refugee Women in Colombia. 

Jasmine Kinsler, MPH, Maternal Child Health. (Integrated Learning Experience, 2022). Florida Maternal, Infant, and 
Early Childhood Home Visiting Program: A Review of Client Satisfaction and Survey Tool Development. 
Currently working as Assistant Director of Medical Education USF Department of Surgery. 

Nashari Carter, MPH Student, Maternal Child Health. (Academic Mentor, 2020-2022). Currently working at Brown 
Fertility Clinic. 

MiAsia Graham, MPH Student, Maternal Child Health. (Academic Mentor, 2020-2022). Health Services Advisory 
Group, Inc.  

Vivian Bell Mills, PhD Student, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences. (Dissertation Committee Member, 
2020-2023). Currently Assistant Director of Professional Development and Worker Well-being, Research & 
Evaluation at the Florida Institute for Child Welfare, Florida State University. 

Tracy Gates, MPH student, MCH Leadership Training Program (Mentor, 2021-2022). Currently Public Health Analyst 
at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 

Medinah Nabadukka, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Currently Project Coordinator for Drug Free America 
Foundation. 

Emily Ferrell, MPH, DrPH Student, Public Health, Advanced Practice Leadership in Public Health. (Co-Major 
Professor, 2020-2022). Currently Epidemiologist at Commonwealth of Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services. 
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Paige Alitz, MPH, PhD, MPH Epidemiology: Return on investment analysis of the Florida MIECHV Program. (Site 
Supervisor, Field Placement PHC 6945 Fall 2015). Attendance trends in Baby Bungalow [Parent Education 
Program]. (Special Project Advisor, PHC 6977 Spring 2016). PhD, Behavioral and Community Sciences. Mobile 
Response Teams and the Youth Emergency Behavioral Health System (Dissertation Committee Member, 2019-
2022). Currently at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 

Tatiana Wing. Genetic Counseling Program Student. (Master’s Thesis Committee Member, 2019-2021). Journey 
Mapping Minority Students’ Paths Toward Genetic Counseling. Currently Licensed & Certified Genetic 
Counselor.  

Maria-Angelina Sans, MPH, CPH. Hope for Tomorrow: A Grant Proposal for a Community-Based Program to Assist 
Individuals with Sickle Cell Disease. (Academic Mentor, Integrated Learning Experience,  2021). 

Mitchell Jaskela, MPH, CPH. Health Education (Academic Mentor, Integrated Learning Experience,  2020-2021.) 
Pretesting Hurricane Preparedness Flyers Designed for Special Maternal and Child Health Populations. 
Currently a Program Planner Analyst at USF COPH. 

Natalie Simpson, MPH, CPH Maternal & Child Health. (Academic Mentor, 2019-2021). Analysis of Healthy Start 
Coalition's YAB Social Media Campaign. Currently Women & Infant Resource Specialist at WIC. Healthy Start 
Coalition of Hillsborough 

Joanna Mackie, MS, MPH, PhD, Public Health. (Dissertation Committee Member, 2018-2021). Program Manager at 
First5 Ventura County. Currently Associate Professor at the University of Central Florida. 

Megan Bell, MPH Student, Maternal & Child Health. (Academic Mentor, 2019-2021). Kids THRIVE! Monitoring 
Platform Development. Implementation Specialist at InSync Healthcare Solutions. 

Acadia Buro, MPH, PhD, Public Health. (Dissertation Committee, 2019-2021) BALANCE: A Theory-Driven 
Community-Based Nutrition Intervention for Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Currently Assistant 
Professor at UNM Health Sciences Center 

Destiny Singleton, MA, PhD, School Psychology Program. (Masters/Dissertation Committee Member, 2018-2021). 
Master’s thesis: Supporting Students with Chronic Health Conditions: An Evaluation of School Nurses’ 
Collaborative Practices with School Psychologists. Counselor at Nationwide Children's Hospital. 

Kristina Svatos, MCH Leadership Training Program (Mentor, 2019-2020). Data Analyst Florida Perinatal Quality 
Collaborative, University of South Florida. 

Barbara Dorjulus, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2018-2020). Currently Data Analyst, Rhode Island Department 
of Health. 

Rochelle Logan, MPH, CHES, DrPH Student, Public Health, Community & Family Health. (Major Professor, 2017-
2020). Factors within the Physical and Sociocultural Environment that influence the Health and Development of 
low-income children ages 0-5 in Washington, D.C. Currently Public Health Analyst in Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA). 

Kristopher Pickens, MPH Student, Global Health. (Academic Mentor, 2020- ). Assessment of Tampa Bay's Hurricane 
Preparedness and Response Capabilities to Vulnerable Populations. 

Kathleen Cunningham, MPH Student, Global Health. (Academic Mentor, 2020- ). Public Health Initiatives in Rural 
Areas. NICU Case Manager at Akron Children's Hospital. 

Cynthia Donoghue, MPH Student, Global Health. (Academic Mentor, 2020-2022). A Travel Destination Wellness 
Center in Visayas Region, Philippines. 

Davies Toluhi MBChB, MPH, CPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Clinical Research Patient Specialist at Indiana 
University Melvin and Bren Simon Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

Vidya Chandran (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Quantitative Research Analyst, Quantitative Research Analyst RTI 
International. 

Concha Prieto, MPH, PhD student. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2020-2025). Systems Project Analyst at Florida 
Department of Education.  

Lauren Mangianello, MS, RD, CSSD, RYT (USF Honors College, Academic Mentor, 2019-2022) Identifying Provider 
Barriers to Providing Prenatal Care to Pregnant Women with Substance Abuse Disorders in Hillsborough County. 
Currently a is a Registered Dietitian, Nutrition Therapist, and Board Certified Specialist in Sports Dietetics  

Beatrice Smith, MPH, Global Health. Emergency Planning For Mothers and Children. (Integrated Learning 
Experience, Co-Advisor, 2019). Currently Public Health Research Assistant at North Carolina State University 

Laura Kihlström, PhD, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2019-2022). Currently Senior Researcher, Anthropologist 
at Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare.  

Vanessa Sharon, MPH, Maternal & Child Health/Epidemiology (dual degree). (Special Project Co-Advisor, Fall, 2017). 
Currently Data Abstractor, Birth Defects Surveillance Program, University of South Florida. 

Oluwatosin Ajisope, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Currently Research and Evaluation Program Manager, 
MICHV Initiative, Georgetown University Center for Child and Human Development. 
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Shruti Kaushik, MPH, CPH, BDS (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Shruti Kaushik, MPH, CPH, BDS. Currently Project 
Coordinator for Decision Support at Island Health, Vancouver Island Health Authority. 

Tochukwu Obioha, MPH. (Special Project Advisor, Spring, 2018, Research Mentor/Advisor 2018-2020). Improving 
early childhood development through adoption of Comprehensive systems in Nigeria: lessons from the Florida 
Early childhood Comprehensive Systems Impact Project. Currently Program Director at the National Committee 
for Quality Assurance. 

Keryden Koeut-Futch, MPH. (Research Mentor/Supervisor). Data Quality and Improvement Specialist at MA MIECHV. 
Oluyemisi Falope, PhD, MPH, MD. (Research Mentor/Supervisor, 2015-2019). Currently at Janssen Pharmaceutical 

Companies of Johnson & Johnson. 
Grace Butler, MPH. Understanding Risk Factors Associated with Zika Virus and Microcephaly. (Special Project Co-

Advisor, Fall, 2017) 
Catherine Blackburn, MPH: Retailers’ Adherence to the American Academy of Pediatrics’ Recommendations for Safe 
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